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HOLIDAY TIME AGAIN! 


B&CP takes an early season 
trip to the Isle of Man. 

For decades, bus services 
on the Isle of Man were in the 
hands of two operators. The 
bright yellow buses of Douglas 
Corporation contrasting with 
the all over red of independent 
operator Isle of Man Road 
Services 

In the early-1970s IoMRS 
ageing fleet of Leyland PD2s 
dating from the late-1940s/ 
early-1950s was in urgent need 
of replacement. Initially 15 
former Stratford Blue forward- 
entrance PD3s were purchased 
from Midland Red in 1971/72, 
followed by ten similar buses 
from Bournemouth in 1974. 

Although the double 
deck fleet replacement 
programme favoured used 


PD3s, replacement single- 
deckers comprised new rear- 
engined types, the first four 
being Bristol RELH coaches 
in 1970/71, with a Leyland 
National arriving in 1974. Six 
more Nationals came in 1975, 
with a final batch of seven 
entering service in 1976. 

These were to be the final 
new Isle of Man Road Services 
buses, as on 1 October 1976 
the fleet was merged with that 
of the corporation to become 
Isle of Man National Transport. 
This move, first suggested in 
1966, brought an end to 46 
years of IoMRS bus operation. 

Being the larger of the two, it 
was the former IoMRS image 
that was to predominate, with 
the yellow buses retained being 
repainted all-over red. 



























MAIN PICTURE: As part of the loMRT fleet replacement 
programme, 14 1965/66 Leyland Atlanteans with MCCW 
bodies were acquired from Merseyside PTE including 
No 76 (A5I5 MAN, CKF 7I4D). Formerly Merseyside L7I4 
Merseyside, No 76 entered service in March 1979 and was 
withdrawn on September 1983. Its next owner was Yorkshire 
Evening Post Newspapers passing finally to Northampton 
Chronicle & Echo May 1989. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 


NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

NERVOUS BREAKDOWN! 12 

We take a look at a newly restored BMMO D7 breakdown tender that 
has been hiding away for many years. 

RETURN JOURNEY: MIDLAND RED’S D7 15 

Distributed throughout the system, the D7 enjoyed a successful service 
life, although has faired poorly in preservation, with one complete bus at 
the Transport Museum, Wythall and another languishing in the United States. 
Here’s a quick round-up mostly from our archives. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: SALOON SURVIVORS 18 

Another round-up of saloons living on as non-PSVs 


UPPER LEFT: Of the many unusual buses in the loMRT fleet 
were four 1938 all-Leyland Lion LT9s. Seen here is No 47 
(CMN 695), which was withdrawn in 1964. 

LOWER LEFT: Not many of these to the pound! No 87 
(JMN 455) was a 1947 Waveney-bodied Commer Commando, 
new to Hirst Tours of Longton as KVT 784 arriving in 1950 
as an addition to the fleet of Safeway Services of Ramsey. 

The Commando was not withdrawn until 1966. 


ON THE ROAD 20 

This month’s round-up of preserved and still in service vehicles is 
collated by DAVID JUKES. 

DIFFERENT ROUTEMASTER ROUTES 24 

NICK LARKIN revisits two AEC Routemasters featured in the seventh 
issue of B&CP and learns their subsequent fortunes. 

AMBERLEY SPRING 29 

The 2018 Spring Bus Show at the Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre 
on 22 April was this season’s first opportunity to ride the Southdown 
Omnibus Trust’s collection of historic buses. Supporting these was an 
interesting selection of visiting vehicles. 



FORWARD 30 

We present some of the vehicles displayed at the 5th Bus & Train 
Spectacular staged at the Great Central Railway’s Quorn & Woodhouse 
station. 

WESTERN DELIGHTS 32 

A varied selection of vehicles was present at the I Ith Penzance 
Running Day; we illustrate some of these. 

THE HIGHLANDER 34 

SIMON GILL and owner GERARD BUTLER tell the story of a 
significant North Western Leyland Leopard coach. 

RETURN JOURNEY: GLORIOUS NORTH WESTERN 40 

North Western is still today a much-missed operator, being the victim 
of NBC re-organisation in 1972. Here are some glorious recollections. 

OBEISANCE 44 

Eversley-based Ages Past is home to five Class 6 working Bedford OBs 
as DAVID JUKES discovers. 

COACHING CLASSICS: MORE OBS! 49 

Here’s a small selection of Bedford OBs, the small bus/coach that just 
would not go away. 

THE RETURN OF NEG! 50 

The Transport Museum, Wythall’s Optare Spectra has been returned 
to the livery worn when new. JAMES MUNRO reports 

RETURN JOURNEY: RED, WHITE AND BLUE ... 54 

The Optare Spectras were the first double-deck buses to wear 
Travel West Midlands low-floor livery introduced for single-deckers the 
previous year. 

THE MODEL PAGE 56 

NIGEL APPLEFORD looks at 4mm scale models of Leyland Royal Tiger 
coaches this month. 

OFF ROUTE 60 

NICK LARKIN examines Coronation Street, Teesside, Milton Keynes 
and a London Travelcard promotional vehicle. 

BUSMART 63/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or 
sell any bus-related item. 


COVER: A BMMO D7 recovery conversion has been hiding away 
for many years. Now the long and painstaking restoration is 
complete — full story page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


New Range Due MAY 1:72 Scale Bus Models 
Cased, Sleeved & Branded £10 Each 


JY-11 STEYR 380 1959 

J Y-14 LEYLAND RTW 1959 

JY-24 IKARUS 311 1959 

JY-25 VOLVO B375 1957 

J Y-26 MERCEDES BENZ LOP 3500 1935 

J Y-31 OPEL BLITZ 1954 

J Y-32 J EICZ 043 1959 

j Y-36 MERCEDES BENZ 0 3500 1949 

JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC B SERIES 1979 

j Y-40 MAGIRUS DEUTZ SATURN II1964 

JY-41 VETRA VBRH 1948 


JZ-01 IKARUS 311 1960 
JZ-02 IKARUS 66 1955 
JZ-06 IKARUS 620 1959 
JZ-07 IKARUS 256 1977 
JZ-08 IKARUS 30 1951 
JZ-14 IKARUS 60 T 1952 



JY-38 SCHOOL BUS GMC 
B SERIES 1979 


£10 



JZ-14 IKARUS 60T 1952 


EDDIE STOBART COLLECTION 1:76 Scale £10 

110 SCANIA TCAB CURTAINSIDE TRAILER STOBART 

102 SCANIA R560 LOW LOADER “Lily j ean” RV233 STOBART 
127 SCANIA HIGHLINE CURTAINSIDE STOBART POWER 

101 KOMATSU PC340 HYDRAULIC EXCAVATOR W122 STOBART RAIL 
107 CLASS 66 “EDDIE THE ENGINE” 66411 STOBART SOLD OUT 

103 ATKINSON BORDERER WITH FLATBED TRAILER STOBART 

104 AEC ERGO TIPPER STOBART 

105 VOLVO FH12 BOX VAN STOBART 

107 ATKINSON 6 WHEEL DROPSIDE STOBART 

108 Scania horsebox (polo team) stobart Packaging styles do 

109 SCANIA 110 DAY CAB FLAT/TIPPER STOBART vary 

111 SCANIA HORSEBOX STOBART SPORT Some | te ms Supplied 

114 SCANIA IRIZAR PB EXECUTIVE COACH STOBART . * “-,11 

116 FORD CARGO CURTAINSIDE LORRY STOBART m P ia n n | aiier 

117 VOLVO FH 460 BOX TRAILER STOBART packaging 

118 MAN L2000 BOX VAN STOBART 

119 SCANIA R143M 420 CURTAINSIDE STOBART 

122 SCANIA HIGHLINE R440 SKELTAL TRAILER & CONTAINER STOBART 

123 ERF LV FLATBED STOBART 

124 LEYLAND DAF FT85CF CURTAINSIDE STOBART 

125 DAF FTGXF105 CURTAINSIDE STOBART 

126 SCANIA HIGHLINE 8 WHEEL CRANE LORRY STOBART 

127 DAF 2800 CURTAINSIDE STOBART 

128 SCANIA 94D BOX VAN STOBART 

129 VOLVO FH460 WALKING FLOOR TRAILER STOBART 

130 MAN L2000 CURTAINSIDE STOBART (LOW STOCK) 

136 VOLVO FH WALKING FLOOR BIOMASS STOBART 

137 SCANIA 112 CURTAINSIDE STOBART 

138 VOLVO FH SKELTAL CONTAINER STOBART 

103 DOOSAN DAEWOO MEGA 300-V W054 STOBART 

109 AIR JAVELIN FIRE TENDER STOBART SOLD OUT 
111 MOROOKA CARRIER MST 150 W019 STOBART 

117 DAF/LH J OHNSTON 600 ROAD SWEEPER STOBART SOLD OUT 

123 BALLAST UNDER CUTTER W175 STOBART 

124 VOLVO EXCAVATOR W0137 STOBART ALL ATLAS 

108 MAN 4 WHEELED BOX VAN F1521 CniTIHMC 

110 SCANIA P230 MALLAGHAN TA4500 LOW STOCK EUII IUN3 

116 SCANIA DC 13 ANGLOCO FIRE ENGINE SOLD OUT fl A 

118 NISSAN NT400 CABSTAR LOW STOCK t XU 

120 HUDREMA 912D DUMPER W156 

121 SIMON/GLOSTER SARO FIRE ENGINE LSA044 SOLD OUT 

120 KONECRANES REACH STACKER (LOW STOCK) 

121 SCANIS R560 HIGHLINE LOW LOADER SOLD OUT 

115 SCANIA P114 340 6X2 RIGID WITH TANDEM AXLE TRAILER (LOW STOCK) 


ALL ATLAS 
EDITIONS 

£10 


CLASSIC COACHES COLLECTION 


ATLAS 1:72 & 1:76 I ust £10 Each 


JE-01 

WHITTLE & SON 
Burlingham Seagull 

JE-02 

WALLACE ARNOLD 
Bedford Val 
JE-03 

RON W DREW Bedford OB 

JE-04 

KINGS FERRY Van Hool T9 
JE-05 

KAESSBOHRER Setra S8 

JE-08 
IFA H6B 
JE-09 

SAMUEL LEDGARD 

JE-10 

ALLENDER TRAVEL Bova Futra 
JE-11 

EXCELSIOR HOLIDAYS 
Plaxton Excalibur 


JE-12 

YORK PULLMAN Van Hool 

JE-13 

BORGWARD BO 4000 
JE-14 

MIDLAND RED CM5 

JE-15 

MERCEDES BENZ 035000 
JE-16 

TRANS PEAK Plaxton Prem. 

JE-17 

VAN HOOL 306 
JE-18 

MAGIRUS DEUTZ Saturn II 

JE-25 
IKARUS 66 
JE-26 

FLEISCHER S5 
Subject to Availability 


ATLAS GREAT BRITISH BUSES 1:76 SCALE 

J UST £10 + p&p 


AVAILABLE NOW 

JB-02 

SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 

J B-03 

WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
J B-04 

LONDON TRANSPORT 3 AXLE Q1 
TROLLEYBUS 

JB-13 

BLACKPOOL BALOONTRAM 
JB-20 

WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 

J B-22 

HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
J B-25 

METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 

JB-28 

HULL CORPORATION WEYMANN 
TROLLEYBUS 
JB-29 

EAST YORKSHIRE BET FED 600 

J B-30 

MIDLAND RED LEYLAND LYNX 


AVAILABLE NOW 

J B-05 

SOUTHDOWN LEYLAND PD3 QM 
J B-10 

BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 

J B-ll 

DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
J B-12 

MIDLAND RED BMMO CM5T 
MOTORWAY COACH 

J B-14 

GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE S/D 
J B-18 

RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 

J B-19 

LEEDS CITY TRANSPORT 
CROSSLEY DD42 
J B-24 

ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 

J B-26 

MIDLAND RED BMMO D9 

ALL £10 Each 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2019 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 
07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


NORTHCORD 

ADL Enviro400 MMC 
UK 6501 Go Ahead London 
Restocks Arriving soon 
UK 6502 NXWM 
Expected During May 2018 
UK 6503 Stagecoach London 
UK 6504 Stagecoach Oxford 
UK 6505 Reading Buses 
UK 6506 First Bristol 
Dates To Be Advised 




'i 1 

m. ■ h > 




£40 



UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2018 SEASON 


27th/28th May Wythall 
Transport Museum 

24th J une Potteries 
Britannia Stadium 

7th J uly Bournemouth 
Kings Park 
8th J uly Toddington 
15th J uly Alton Hampshire 
18/19th August 
Lathalmond Bus Museum 
www.ywbc.co.uk 


Local Garage Open Days 

2nd J un NXWM West Bromwich 
1000-1500hrs 

23rd J un NXWM Acocks Green 
1000-1500hrs 
5th Aug Arriva Tam worth 
1000-1700hrs 

10th Nov NXWM Yardley Wood 
1000-1500hrs 
Display of Vintage Buses, 
Sales Stalls 
EVERYONE WELCOME 
TO ATTEND 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE ATYWBC 
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The South Devon Railway Trust has 
recently been fined £40,000 after 
pleading guilty to breaching the Health 
& Safety at Work Act (1974) after 
putting an unsafe railway carriage into 
service. An escorted three-year-old 
child narrowly escaped serious injury 
after entering a toilet cubicle which was 
missing its floor. 

An investigation by the Office of 
Road and Rail also found the company 
had an inadequate Safety Management 
System which was ten years out of date 
and not fit for purpose. Ian Prosser, HM 
Chief Inspector of Railways, said: The 
fine issued today sends out a powerful 
message to the heritage sector that 
the safety of passengers is absolutely 
paramount, and that thorough risk 
assessment and monitoring must be 
carried out.’ 

This case may be rail-related, but 
it is clear a similar approach to safety 
within the bus and coach preservation 
movement will create unacceptable risks. 
How seriously do you take the safety of 
your passengers, visitors, volunteers and 
staff? When were your risk assessments 
last monitored and reviewed? And do 
your safety systems need improving? 


A CORRECTION 

Simon Gill and John Arnold both 
advised the picture of RCS 386 on 
page 21 of June’s B&CP is not what it 
seems. It is highbridge ex-Leicester City 
Transport 80 HBC, a Leyland Titan 
PD3A/1 with Park Royal bodywork 
new in 1964, which was used by 
BP in Aberdeen as a 


mobile showroom. It then served as a 
community bus (as pictured) prior to 
conversion into a caravan and entering 
preservation in 2011. It is now registered 
ACU 425B and is being restored in the 
North East by a private owner as part of 
the Tyneside Heritage Vehicle collection. 


BUSMART 

Without giving too much away for those 
readers who eagerly look forward to 
seeing which vehicles are for sale within 
‘Busmart’, we seem to be somewhat 
lacking in that department with just four 
advertised this month. We don’t believe 
for one moment the market for second¬ 
hand heritage vehicles has dried up, 
especially when advised what is currently 
available within on-line auction sites. 

Do please remember Busmart is 
free for private lineage advertisements, 
should you have to part with your 
preserved vehicle. 

We do succeed as Fred Lawrance 
recently contacted B&CP regarding the 
ex-Thamesdown Fleetline advertised last 
month; Thanks for placing my advert 
in the latest copy of B&CP. I am pleased 
to say the vehicle has now been sold 
to Chris Pearce. Enclosed is the latest 
photograph of the vehicle complete with 
Southdown fleetname which I had fitted 
for its new south coast owner.’ 

DAVID JUKES 


Are your systems fit for purpose? 
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Netherlands Lodekkas Discovered 



Shane Ross recently visited the 
Netherlands and found three 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol Lodekkas, two of which 
are alive and well with a third 
providing spares. All are owned 
by De Raekt Investments and 
are based in Budel. 

The operational examples 
are both ex-Hants & Dorset 
buses - former No 1368 (SRU 
981), a 1956 LD6B (left) and 
No 1523 (DEL 893C), a 1965 
Bristol FLF6G. The LD had 
been a mobile hospitality 


unit for many years before 
preservation between 2007 
and 2013, while the FLF, 
which was originally Bristol- 
engined, was most recently 
with Crosville Motor Services 
of Weston-super-Mare before 
its 2014 export. 

SRU 981 was given the 
Dutch MoT equivalent (an 
APK) last December and 
DEL 893C is almost ready. 
The red-liveried spares donor 
is former Eastern Counties 
LFL58 (558 BNG), a 1962 


FL6G previously with fellow 
Dutch Lodekka operator P. 


Verbeek of Veen. 
Pictures: SHANE ROSS 



BPV 8 Back on the Road 


Former Ipswich Corporation 
No 8 (BPV 8), a 1953 Park 
Royal-bodied AEC Regal 
IV, is back on the road. The 
dual-door saloon passed 
from Ipswich Corporation to 
Bickers of Coddenham before 
being acquired by Steve Guess 
of Byfleet for preservation in 
1976. 

BPV 8 was acquired by 
Doug Flory of Taverham 
(Norfolk) in April 2018 after 


42 years in Steve’s ownership, 
including 34 years of storage 
in various places in Surrey, and 
made its first public outing in 
Tarn found’ condition on the 
Ipswich to Felixtowe Run on 
Sunday 6 May. Doug plans an 
external repaint in the coming 
months, and sympathetic 
restoration of the original 
interior. It was last in Ipswich 
in 1980. Report & picture: 
JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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Crich Wins Lottery Grant 


The National Tramway Museum in 
Derbyshire has received a National 
Lottery grant of £84,800 for an 
‘Exploring the Historic Landscape of 
Crich Tramway Village’ project. This 
will focus on the industrial and natural 
heritage of the site with Peak District 
Mines Historical Society support but will 
also explore woodland and local folklore. 
The Tramway Museum Society will also 


contribute over £25,000 to the project for 
the restoration of a historic tram shelter. 

The museum will carry out a range of 
improvements in the Woodland Walk 
and at the Wakebridge tram stop to help 
families learn about Derbyshire’s lead 
mining heritage, while themed wooden 
sculptures, a bird hide, and improved 
pathways will be installed. 

Readers are also reminded of the 


Museum’s Second Classic Motorcycle 
Day on Sunday 1 July, run in conjunction 
with the Vincent H.R.D. Owners’ Club. 
Entry is free for all classic motorcycle 
exhibitors; other admissions are £17 
adults, £13 seniors, £10 children, or 
£40 family (two adults and 3 children). 

A reduced admission of £10.50 for 
motorcyclists on modern bikes will also 
apply. 




Successful Quorn Spectacular 


The fifth Bus & Train 
Spectacular staged at the 
Great Central Railway’s Quorn 
& Woodhouse station on 
21 April by Leicester Heritage 
Transport Trust in association 
with the GCR was another 
enormous success with over 
2,300 passenger journeys 
made on the frequent bus and 
coach services, many with 
capacity loads. 

The Trust’s vehicles were 
joined by several visiting 
buses and coaches, while local 
vehicles making their first post¬ 
restoration appearances were 
Dennis Dominator FUT 240V 
in Leicester City Bus maroon 
and cream livery and Plaxton 
Panorama Elite Il-bodied AEC 
Reliance BJF 999K in Straws 
of Leicester livery. 



Trust Chairman Richard 
Worman said: T am delighted 
the Bus & Train Spectacular 
has become such a popular 
event, with visitors making 
long journeys to get here. 


This reaffirms our continuing 
decision to hold this event 
on a Saturday when visitors 
can benefit from the greater 
availability of public 
transport. Our 


thanks go to the owners of 
the visiting buses which add 
so much to the occasion, and 
for all the hard work put in by 
the Trust and GCR 
volunteers.’ 
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Cyril Kenzie is 90 

Cyril Kenzie, the well-known 
Cambridgeshire coach operator and 
owner of several preserved coaches, 
celebrated his 90th birthday on Saturday 
12 May with an open day at his Shepreth 
premises for invited quests. 

His entire preserved fleet and classic 
car collection were displayed. Also 


attending was WLO 685, a 1959 Duple 
Super Vega-bodied Bedford SB owned 
by Kenzies from 1967 to 1989, and now 
owned by Spratts of Wrenningham. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 

Cyril with his Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OB JBY 804 ‘Joby\ 


Wesley’s Commer 
Avenger IV For Sale 

8746 BH, a 1963 Plaxton Embassy¬ 
bodied Commer Avenger IV new to 
Wesley of Stoke Goldington, is seeking 
a new owner. The Commer, fitted with 
a Rootes TS3 two-stroke engine, has 
been owned by Garry Smith of Welford 
on Avon since the late-1990s and will 
require full restoration after standing 
outside for over 20 years. Offers in the 
region of £2,000 are invited for further 
preservation/restoration - please 
contact Garry on 01789 751777 during 
working hours. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: CHRIS REEVES 




Old Meets New at Sandtoft 


Optare, one of the UK’s leading bus 
manufacturers and subsidiary of Indian- 
based Ashok Leyland, marked the delivery 
of its first batch of 114 Metrocity buses to 
Tranzit New Zealand with a photoshoot 
at The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. 
This featured a Wellington-bound 
Metrocity alongside the Museum’s former 
Wellington No 82, the Metro-Cammell- 


bodied BUT RETB1 trolleybus recently 
featured in B&CP. 

Shaking hands are John Seale (left), 
Optare’s Senior Engineer - Sales & 
Marketing, and Bruce Lake of The 
Trolleybus Museum, who helped Optare 
arrange this event. John started his 
apprenticeship as a Junior Draughtsman at 
MCCW’s Elmdon Works in 1965 when the 


Wellington trolleybuses were still talked 
about with much pride in the Drawing 
Office. He will shortly retire from Optare 
after a 53-year career in automotive design 
engineering; this vehicle pairing from both 
ends of his career proving rather special 
and appropriate. B&CP wishes him a long 
and healthy retirement. 

Pictures: OPTARE GROUP LTD 
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Samuel 

Ledgard 

Artefacts 

Saved 

Samuel Ledgard memorabilia 
amazingly keeps turning 
up over fifty years since its 
bus and coach operations 
finished. 

The latest items are 
two full-size framed and 
glazed advertising posters 
that most likely originated 
from one of the company’s 
booking offices. Samuel 
Ledgard Society Chairman 
Barry Rennison recently 
received a phone call from a 
Selby-based antiques dealer 
who acquired the posters 
from an auction in Hull and 
offered them for sale to the 
society. 

The SLS was pleased 
to add these to its ever- 
increasing Ledgard archive. 

If anyone has any items for 
disposal then please contact 
Barry Rennison, telephone: 
0113 236 3695 ore-mail: 
rennison (5)cc-email. co.uk. 



Classic Coach to South Cerney 


OK Motor Services of 
Cambridge, in conjunction 
with Cambridge Omnibus 
Society, will run its 1971 
AEC Reliance ‘Lady Sarah’ 
EUU 117J on a day excursion 
from Cambridge to the 
Gloucestershire Vintage & 
Country Extravaganza at 


South Cerney on Sunday 5 
August. The Extravaganza 
hosts the Bedford OB Get 
Together along with steam 
engines, cars, motorcycles, 
commercials, other buses and 
coaches, and more. 

Pick-ups from Sawston, 
Great Shelford, Trumpington 


and Cambridge at £25 per 
head, including event entry. 
Bookings can be made to 
OK Motor Services 
(telephone: 01223 833115 
during office hours, or via: 
www.cambridgeclassiccoaches. 
co.uk/contact) 

Picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 




Routemaster Association at 30 


The Routemaster Association 
celebrates its 30th anniversary 
this year and is planning how 
to celebrate its birthday: ‘We 
will welcome ideas as we 
consider holding a rally or other 
event,’ says Chairman Andrew 
Morgan. ‘The Routemaster 
world is very different to when 
we were founded in 1988 with 


more than 600 examples in 
London service. 

‘Today there are 
Routemasters all over the 
world and prices have risen 
considerably; sadly now out of 
the range of most enthusiasts.’ 

The Association continues 
to enable sharing of 
knowledge and operating 


experience, provision of 
technical information and help 
with parts while supplying 
Routemaster news catering 
for historical and preservation 
interest. It has also organised 
many of the biggest 
Routemaster events. Please 
see: www.Routemaster.org.uk 
for more information. 



July 2018 


9 



























_ 


The Bursledon Brickworks Museum 
in southern Hampshire held its second 
‘Bricks, Beer and Buses’ event on 
12 May. The Victorian steam-driven 
brickworks, now the only example left in 
England, once produced up to 20 million 
bricks a year and is now a museum 
dedicated to the humble brick. 

It also houses several steam road 
engines, two narrow gauge railways 
and most of the Southampton & 

District Heritage Transport Trust’s bus 
collection. A free heritage bus service 
linked the Museum with Swanwick 
railway station and was operated by 


the S&DTHT’s ex-Southampton AEC 
Regent V 367 (BTR 367B) and the 
Portsmouth 236 Group’s ex-Portsmouth 
Leyland Atlantean BBK 236B. Another 
eight former Southampton buses were 
static ally-displayed on site. 

Said the S&DTHT’s Tom Lingwood: 
‘The buses proved a success in keeping 
several cars off the road and helped 
prevent visitors being tempted to drink 
too much and then driving home. We 
look forward to assisting with more 
Brickworks Museum events in the future.’ 
Report: NIGEL APPLEFORD 
Pictures: CHRIS DREW 


VILLAGE 

INN 


Buses Assist Brickworks’ Success 


Help Return Derby 
Daimler to the UK 

Former Derby Corporation No 27 
(ACH 627), the 1947 Brush-bodied 
Daimler CVD6 exported to Lisbon, 
Portugal, is at the time of writing 
advertised for sale on E-Bay at £50,000. 

Geoff Clark, a former owner, wishes 
to see it return to this country for a low 
as possible price and asks anyone similarly 
interested to contact him at geoffrey. 
clark3@ntlworld.com. He suggests 
this is an ideal opportunity for those 
bemoaning the loss of preserved vehicles 
overseas to contribute financially; it 
may also be the start of a movement to 
reverse the prevailing export trend. 

Do please contact Geoff at the 
earliest opportunity with your 
expressions of interest as additional 
participants are required to enable 
progression. 



Chatham Update 

Recent news from the Friends of 
Chatham Traction is the receipt of a 
substantial boost to the restoration fund 
for GKE 68, its 1939 Weymann-bodied 
Bristol K5G, the sole-surviving Chatham 
Traction bus. The private donation 
greatly assists the continuity of work by 
South East Coachworks of Faversham 
towards an anticipated 2019 completion. 

GKE’s vital elements are now receiving 
attention; its radiator is with CPA of 
Grantham, while the fuel tank and 
exhaust system have been set aside at 
Nu-Venture pending inspection. Ian Marsh 
is identifying which clutch and gearbox 
components need to be replaced or 
obtained, and the vacuum brake servos 
have been removed for specialist overhaul. 

The Friends’ funding quest continues 
- do please visit: www.chathamtraction. 
org for further information. 
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Commemorating 

This year is the 50th anniversary of the 
Reading Corporation trolleybus system’s 
closure on 3 November 1968 which will 
be marked by several events. 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft 
will host the Reading Trolleybus Weekend 
on 25 to 27 August at which it is intended 
to run as many of the preserved Reading 
trolleybuses as possible alongside 
some preserved Reading motorbuses. 
Presentations on the history of Reading’s 
trolleybuses will be available all weekend 
in the Museum’s Regal Theatre. 

The British Trolleybus Society (BTS), 
in partnership with Reading Museum 
and mostly funded by a Heritage Lottery 
Grant, has arranged other events. There 
will be a display in Reading Museum of 
Reading trolleybus artefacts from late- 
August 2018 until January 2019 which will 
include photographs, models, registration 
plates, destination blinds, timetables, 
overhead equipment, etc. There will be 
recordings of former trolleybus staff 


Routemaster 
Steering Rams 

The Routemaster Association has 
recognised there is a significant shortage 
of spare serviceable Routemaster 
steering rams and is collaborating with 
Imperial Engineering to resolve this 
problem. Imperial Engineering is able 
to manufacture a batch to the original 
specification but requires a minimum 
number of pre-orders to enable 
production. 

A pre-ordered steering ram will 
cost £I,550+VAT. Imperial Engineering 
will hold a small stock of steering rams 
after the pre-orders, but these will 
cost £I,935+VAT. If you need a steering 
ram, or one for stock, please contact: 
mitch @ routemaster.org.uk. 



Reading’s Trolleybuses 


from the operational and maintenance 
sides played over a video of Reading’s 
trolleybuses in service. A complimentary 
booklet about Reading’s trolleybuses will 
be available for all visitors. 

On Friday 2 November a Reading 
Town Hall room has been reserved for 
a digital film show featuring Reading 
trolleybuses. This event is open to public 
and enthusiasts alike, although advance 
booking will be necessary. 

The following day (Saturday 3 
November), preserved Reading Sunbeam 
S7 trolleybus No 181 (ERD 152) will 
be parked in Town Hall Square where 
a family fun day will be held and Dave 
Hall’s book on the history of Reading’s 
trolleybuses will be launched. 

A requirement of the Heritage Lottery 
funding is the production by the BTS of 
a DVD showing Reading trolleybuses 
in service. This will be followed by a 
brief history of the system, while also 
advocating the green benefits of trolleybus 



operation, and a film of Reading 
trolleybuses operating at Sandtoft. A copy 
of the DVD will be sent to all schools in 
Reading. 

Further details will be available on the 
BTS website (www.britishtrolley.org.uk) as 
arrangements are confirmed; B&CP will 
also keep you updated. 

Picture: DAVID JUKES 



Oxford Annual Transport Festival 


The Oxford Bus Museum is holding its 
Annual Transport Festival on Sunday 29th 
July. Its theme is ‘Coaches that ran express 
services through Oxfordshire during the 
1960s’, although any vintage coach, bus, 
car or commercial is welcome to enter. 

The Festival will be held on two sites: 
Oxford Parkway railway station will host a 


static display of vehicles and the Museum 
will be open as usual, with a selection of 
stalls in addition to its usual attractions. 
Both sites will be linked by a 15-minute 
frequency free bus service, and a selection 
of other buses will run to various other 
destinations. More details are available at: 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk. 
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NERVOUS 

BREAKDOWN 

Hiding away on a farm for almost 20 years , a BMMO D7 tow-truck has suddenly 
arrived on the scene making quite a splash in the process ... PHILIP LAMB reports. 


Beginning in May 1972, Midland Red 
converted 11 BMMO D7 into towing 
vehicles. The conversion work involved 
totally removing the upper-deck and rear 
overhang, while the bodywork on the 
lower deck received a number of differing 
styles, three examples receiving full-length 
enclosed saloons, others having open 
platforms. 

The conversions were handled by the 
regional body shops, the style of bodywork 
depending on where the conversion 
was carried out. Shrewsbury conversion 
had a single enclosed bay and open rear 
platform, while vehicles converted at 


Wigston had four fully enclosed bays 
without a rear platform. Carlyle Works 
conversions had two enclosed bays and a 
small rear platform, while fleet number 
4494, converted by Malvern for its own 
use, was unique in having IV 2 enclosed 
bays and large straight sloping buttresses 
flanking the rear open platform. 

All ran on trade plates, which were 
sometimes changed with those on other 
vehicles, but the general rule was that each 
depot had their own trade registration 
number plate, so the numbers were 
changed whenever the vehicle moved to 
another depot. In 1972, the National Bus 


Company decreed that support vehicles 
should be painted overall yellow so all 
D7 conversions received that livery. All 
had been withdrawn and replaced by 
1981 with several examples passing into 
preservation. 

No 4767 

The subject of this feature, Metro- 
Cammell-bodied 4767(767 BHA) 
originally entered service in September 
1957 at Redditch’s Church Road garage. 
Following a brief period on hire to 
Stratford Blue in late-1967, the bus moved 
to Coalville before ending its service days 
at Leamington in April 1972. 

Placed in store, conversion began in 
late-1973 into a recovery vehicle in overall 
yellow ancillary fleet livery to two-bay, 
open-platform layout. The D7 was initially 
allocated to Nuneaton depot, moving in 
December 1979) to Central Works, from 
where it was withdrawn in March 1980. 

No 4767 passed to preservationist Alf 
Powick in February 1981, remaining with 
him until sale to present owners Gary 
Truelove and Peter Exton in 1999. 
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BMMO D7 BUSES CONVERTED TO RECOVERY VEHICLES 


.Li. 



Main picture: BMMO D7 

converted into a recovery 
vehicle, Midland Red 
4767 (767 BHA) makes its 
debut on 22 April 2018 at 
Aldridge. PHILIP LAMB 

Top, left to right: Work 
in progress in the two- 
bay saloon. Door awaits 
extension. 

New roof under 
construction. 

Various issues at the 
front receiving attention. 
Note new bonnet on right 
awaiting refitment. 

All: PETER EXTON 


Centre left: Brightwork 
and glass masked for 
respraying. PETER EXTON 



Centre right: BMMO C4 

coach seats in correct-spec 
moquette. PHILIP LAMB 

Below left: Front retains 
distinctive D7 looks. 

PHILIP LAMB 

Below right: Conversion 
makes extensive use of 
checkerplate. PHILIP LAMB 


Identity 

Trade plates 

Body style 

Allocations 

4392 (VHA 392) 

071 HA, 290 HA 

single bay, SI7 grille 

Stourbridge, Dudley, to WMPTE as its 218 

4494 (XHA 494) 

370 HA 

\'/i bays, D7 grille 

Malvern, Worcester 

4496 (XHA 496) 

068 HA 

single bay, SI7 grille 

Stratford, Evesham, Bromsgrove 

4531 (XHA 531) 

070 HA 

4 bays, SI4 grille 

Digbeth, to WMPTE as its 219 

4732 (732 BHA) 

417 HA 

single bay, SI7 grille 

Leamington 

4739 (739 BHA) 

? 


Cannock 

4747 (747 BHA) 

? 


Stafford, Tamworth 

4750 (750 BHA) 

378 HA 

4 bays, D7 grille 

Rugby, Cannock 

4761 (761 BHA) 

? 

single bay, SI7 grille 

Shrewsbury 

4765 (765 BHA) 

375 HA, 417 HA 

4 bays, D7 grille 

South Wigston, Leicester (Southgate Street), Leamington 

4767(767 BHA) 

290 HA 

2 bays, D7 grille 

Nuneaton, Central Works 



RESTORATION 

Work began a couple of years later on 
a 17-year restoration with Gary and 
Peter carrying out the bulk of the work 
themselves, working most Saturday 
afternoons. With engine, gearbox and D9 
back axle in serviceable order, work began 


on the braking system. With the assistance 
of Wythall’s Jeremy Price in sourcing 
parts, new hubs and seals were fitted 
along with pipework and new rear linings. 

The body was, however, almost totally 
rebuilt, much of it having long-since 
rotted away. The wooden flooring was 


totally replaced. As was the rear bulkhead 
separating the two-bay saloon from 
the open rear platform. A new door 
was constructed from a similar unit 
which was a foot short. Only the dome 
of the roof structure remained so the 
rest was built from scratch. The bonnet 
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was straightened and refitted and the 
window pans refurbished, as was the cab 
bulkhead. The distinctive sloping driver’s 
windscreen has been re-instated replacing 
the flush screen that had been fitted at 
some point. 

All wheelarches were partially renewed, 
a new fuel tank constructed. Some of the 
wiring had burnt out, so a new loom was 
put in place. 

No seats were present, so seating has 
been provided using seats originating in 
a BMMO C4. These were discovered in a 
bingo hall! They have been re-upholstered 
using correct-spec coach moquette 
supplied by Roger Burdett, who donated 
the seats themselves. 

Painting and signwriting were carried 
out by local craftsmen. A last minute 


push’ ensured that the vehicle was 
ready to make its debut at the Aldridge 
Transport Museum’s spring open day on 
Sunday 22 April where it received much 
praise and admiration. 

AUTHENTICITY 

Its traditional Midland Red livery is of 
course non—authentic, and this inevitably 
gives rise to debate. We here at B&CP 
are firm believers in an owner’s right 
to restore his or her vehicle exactly as 
they see fit. This tow truck would look 
authentic in bright yellow, but much less 
impressive, and at the end of the day all 
we are talking about is a coat of paint. As 
it is the tow truck looks magnificent as it 
is and serves as another fine example of 
what might have been had not men in suits 


Above: ‘Midland* logo is set further 
forward because of lack of rear overhang. 

Below: Please sponsor a D9 seat! 

Both: PHILIP LAMB 

in high places, but with no empathy felt 
the need to apply rules across the board 
without acknowledging our fine transport 
heritage. 

You’ve seen the D7 tow truck, now 
Peter and Gary are restoring Aldridge’s 
Midland Red D9 open-top to the same 
high standards. It isn’t a cheap job, 
though, so some help with financing the 
task would be appreciated. Sponsor a 
seat— or something else — see the poster 
on this page! 

Our thanks to Peter and Gary for their 
help with this feature. 



Aldridge Transport Museum 
Midland Red D9 Open Top 
Sponsor a Seat! 

Open Top BMMO D9 5035 is undergoing major 
restoration to bring it back onto the road after almost 
30 years in storage. 

The lower deck seating is a mixture of styles, in poor 
condition and incomplete, so new seat backs & base 
cushions will need to be made. 

Original Midland Red moquette is no longer available 
but some vehicles in service were upholstered on the 
lower deck with red vinyl. 

It is this style, with its distinctive heat welded pattern 
that we have chosen to use, as we already have good 
re-usable longitudinal front & rear back rests. 

Costs for each pair of the 
10 forward facing seats are as follows 
2 x Seat back cushion covers @ £32 each [£64] 

1 x Base cushion cover @ £48 each 
Put your name on a seat! 

Donate directly using the PayPal link 
on the website www.amrtm.org 

but drop us a note to say what the donation is for, please. 

E-mail: amrtm1@aol.co.uk, Phone: 01922 454761 
Aston Manor Road Transport Museum is registered charity no 519216 
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Midland 

Red’s 




BMMO D7 production 
comprised three batches 
of vehicles totalling 350 — 
4078-177 (THA 78-/77) built 
1953/54, 4353-552 (VHA 
353-552) built 1954-57 and 
4723-72 (723-72 BHA) built 
1957. All carried Metro- 
Cammell bodywork with 
either 58 or 63 seats and 
platform doors. Distributed 
throughout the system, they 
enjoyed a successful service 
life, although have faired 
poorly in preservation, with 
one complete bus at the 
Transport Museum, Wythall 
and another languishing in 
the United States. Here's a 
quick round-up mostly from 
our archives. 



No 4114 (THA 114) is seen at 
Shrewsbury garage having 
taken a turn on local service 
S3I. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

D7s were widely used on 
both long-distance and local 
services. Here in June 1963, 
No 4086 (THA 86) pauses 
between duties in Banbury 
bus station. A City of Oxford 
AEC Reliance can also be 
seen. OMNICOLOUR 
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Opposite page: 


Top: Also at Banbury is No 
4363 (VHA 363) taking a 
break from duties on local 
service Bll. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Centre left: Meanwhile in 
Nuneaton No4389 VHA 389 
works the N35. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Centre right: This scene in 
Coventry’s celebrated Pool 
Meadow bus station depicts 
No 4730 (730 BHA) about 
to depart for Stratford via 
Kenilworth and Warwick. 
PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Bottom: No 4747 (747 BHA) 
crosses the English Bridge, 
Shrewsbury in February 1971. 

OMNICOLOUR 


This page, top: No 4752 (752 
BHA) takes a turn on the 221 
(Bearwood-West Bromwich). 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Above: Leicester’s 4765 (765 BHA) works local service L84. No 4765 was later converted into a breakdown tender. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 




Another round up of 
saloons living on as 
non-PSVs. 

Top: Starting life as 
Lincolnshire 2242 (OVL 462), 
this I960 Bristol MW5G is 
seen here complete with red 
mudguards in later life with 
the Reddish Royalettes, 

Centre: Looking smart when 
spotted at Greatham in 
January 1981, 1965 Bristol 
RELL6G GAX 8C was acting 
as a staff transport for flour 
millers Rank Hovis McDougal. 
GAX 8C started out with Red 
& White as its R865. 

Bottom: Previously 149 
(DHB I49F) in the Merthyr 
Tydfil Corporation bus fleet, 
this East Lancs-bodied 1967 
Leyland Leopard had been 
transferred within the local 
authority for non-PSV duties. 
DHB I49F ended its days at 
Edwards of Llantwit Fardre in 
a playbus livery. 


Opposite, top: Well-known 
Potteries Bristol RELL6G JEH 
198K spent many years with 
its operator as a non-PSV in 
several guises. It is seen here 
in Hanley garage in June 1982. 
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Right: Wearing a happy smile 
and fluttering its eyelashes, 
this unidentified Bristol 
SU4LA was in use as a static 
playbus in a park in 1992. 


Below: Former Blackpool 1974 
Marshall-bodied AEC Swift 
OFR 989M spent its declining 
years with a nightclub 
normally acting as late-night 
transport, although this June 
1992 view caught the former 
No 589 out in daylight! 


























This month’s round-up of preserved and still in service vehicles still doing what 
they do best is collated by DAVID JUKES. 



usmtHmxms 


ON ROUTE AT GREAT SHELFORD 

Charles White’s former Eastern Counties RE896 (SVF 896G), a 1969 Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol RELH6G is seen at Great Shelford, 
Cambridgeshire, while on its way to the annual Ipswich to Felixtowe Road Run on 6 May. The coach looks resplendent after a recent repaint at Marden 
Commercials. Waiting at the Station Road level crossing on 12 May while returning from Cyril Kenzie’s 90th birthday celebrations (see News Plus) is 
Spratts of Wreningham WLO 685, a 1959 Duple Super Vega-bodied SB3 (although now an SB5 as it is fitted with a Bedford 330 diesel engine) new to 
Currie of Bexleyheath. Pictures: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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OLYMPIAN STYLE 


► 

MASS of North Anston imported 
12 Alexander RH-bodied Leyland 
Olympians from Kowloon Motor 
Bus (KMB) of Hong Kong in 
2001/2 to provide high capacity 
schools services around South 
Yorkshire. MASS (trading as 
Brightbus) closed in July 2017 and 
a few buses were sold on; former 
KMB 3BLI46 (DJ 1454) - now 
TIL 6573 - is one of three sold to 
Walters Coaches of Oxford and 
is seen in Radley during a Leyland 
Olympians Group trip on 5 May. 
Metrobus of Orpington purchased 
all-Leyland Olympians for London 
Regional Transport contracts. 

Many survive in preservation, 
while H809 AGX remains in daily 
school bus use with Walters 
Coaches of Oxford in the livery of 
previous owner, Village Coaches 
of West Sussex. It is seen in 
Stokenchurch on 5 May. All bar 
one of the 15 Alexander RH- 
bodied Leyland Olympians new to 
China Light and Power of Hong 
Kong enjoyed second careers in 
the UK. Dekkabus of Poole F5 
ELF was new as CL&P No 312 
(FC 7233) and was subsequently 
operated by Citybus of Hong 
Kong, Beeston’s, WJC Coaches, 
Hamilton Coaches and Wheelers 
Travel - mostly as BIG 9871 but 
also asJ645 CEV. Dekkabus has 
used the livery style of Alder 
Valley’s Londonlink Olympian 
coaches; it is seen returning from 
a Winchester daytrip on 6 May. 
Pictures: CHRIS MARTIN 




▼ WALTZING IN SOUTH WALES 

Seen between duties in its home town of Merthyr Tydfil on 19 April is 1st Call Travel FEZ 5536, a 2000 Ikarus Blue Danube 350-bodied DAF SB3000 new 
to Tudor Hotels of Bournemouth as WI98 CDN. Picture: TOM GRAHAM 



July 2018 


21 





































1 




GWYL CLUDIANT 
LLANDUDNO 

The Llandudno Transport 
Festival provided visitors the 
opportunity to experience an 
interesting selection of vehicles 
including these three seen in 
Vaughan Street, Llandudno on 5 
May. Former Birmingham City 
Transport 3009 (MOF 9), a 1953 
Metro-Cammell-bodied Guy 
Arab IV is seen amidst other 
event entrants and one of Alpine 
Travel’s City Sightseeing-branded 
open-top Volvos. Awaiting custom 
is Clive Myers’ ex-Crosville 
ERG3 (OFM 3E), a dual-purpose 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol RESL6G. Departing with 
a good load is West Midlands 
PTE-liveried UHA 225H, a 1969 
Alexander J-bodied Daimler 
Fleetline new to Midland Red 
as its No 6225. This is a ‘might 
have been’ bus as it passed from 
Midland Red to Midland Red East/ 
Midland Fox and was never part 
of the WMPTE fleet, unlike 136 
Dll, DI2 and DI3 sisters which 
were acquired by the PTE on 3 
December 1973. 

Pictures: MALCOLM FLYNN 
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WYCOMBE WANDERERS 

Redline of Aylesbury VI85 OOE, a 2000 Alexander-bodied Volvo B7TL new to London United as its VA69, arrives in High Wycombe on 20 April from 
its home town on route 321. Seen later the same day at Loudwater operating a route 37 High Wycombe to Bourne End journey is Arriva the Shires 
6303 (Y503 UGC), a 2001 Alexander ALX400-bodied DAF DB250 new to Arriva London North in dual-doored form as its DLA303. 

Pictures: TOM GRAHAM 
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Different 

Routemaster Routes 


In tribute to 20 years of 
B&CP, NICK LARKIN 
revisits two AEC 
Routemasters featured 
in the seventh issue 
and learns of their 
subsequent fortunes. 



service bus career at Holloway Garage. It 
was then allocated to the Original London 
Sightseeing Tour after its 1987 withdrawal 
and used for the Tours publicity. It later 
passed to Loughborough University and 
the National Playbus Association; the latter 
not using the vehicle. 

The bus passed to enthusiast Keith 
Currall, via Alex Dybal of Big Bus 
Company fame, in 1994. Keith named 
his new acquisition Alfred’ after his 
father, who was the Dunlop tyre fitter at 
Birmingham Corporation’s Moseley Road 
bus garage. 

Keith carried out major work on 
RM597 including the fitting of a new 
front dome and many new panels. Much 
restoration was also required to its 
interior. A new B -frame, which supports 
the rear axle, suspension and brakes, was 
fitted by Leaside. 


Things were very different in 1998, 
perhaps nowhere more so than in the 
Routemaster world as interest in - and 
love for - these legendary buses now 
appears to be greater than ever. In those 
heady pre-Millennium days, when this 
magazine was a bouncing new-born, there 
were more than 600 Routemasters earning 
their keep as everyday buses in London. 
Now there are five operating heritage 
route 15, plus others on tour and private 
hire duties across the capital. 

Reading Mainline was in 1998 running 
an extensive fleet of Routemasters as 
an independent operator, while around 
£34,000 would have then been sufficient 
to buy a very useful RM - and the type 
still appeared in the Barnsley scrapyards. 
Now you would have to pay a lot 
more than that. 


OUR ROUTEMASTER DUO IN 1998 

The Routemaster was, of course, a highly- 
important part of the preservation scene 
in 1998, so we featured two vehicles that 
were uniquely presented and attended 
many rallies together. 

First up was RM597, which was 
out shopped in a two-tone red livery 
almost - though unintentionally - 
recalling that of London’s trolleybuses but 
was apparently inspired by a Mercedes car. 
The bus looked good and we did think 
the scheme could have been adopted by 
one of the London operators still using 
Routemasters, which at the time had some 
say on the liveries used providing London 
Transport red was the principal shade. 

RM597 was new in 
1960, starting 
and ending 
its 












RM1224 was presented in 1998 
bearing a colour scheme which could 
best be described as ‘bespoke.’ The front 
dome and upper panels were finished in 
Stagecoach livery and the bus bore Perth 
Panther logos on its sides. 

These reflected the latter operations of 
a bus which started at London Transport’s 
Putney Garage in 1962 and continued, 
after ending its London career at 
Willesden, when the bus passed to United 
Counties in 1988. 

Stagecoach later moved the RM to 
Perth where its interior was modernised’ 
with corporate orange paint applied where 
maroon interior Rexine had once been. 
Mick Liddle, who owned the bus in 1998, 
had been a London Transport driver for 
18 years and developed a near obsession 
with RM1224, nurturing the vehicle 
during its time as Cricklewood Garage’s 
showbus. 

He regularly visited the RM at United 
Counties, asking them to ‘look after 
his baby’, and, in time, the bus was 
offered for sale, though its condition 
had deteriorated. A deal was done after 
which, due to vehicle breakdowns, 
RM1224 spent a further period of service 
with Stagecoach in Perth and suffered 
a blown engine - which was repaired at 
Stagecoach’s expense. Mick took delivery 


Opposite: RM597 starring at last year’s 
Imberbus event on Salisbury Plain. 

PAULSAINTHOUSE 

Right: Original November 1998 cover. 

Bottom left: Recreating the November 1998 
cover today with RM597, Dawsongroup 
fleet engineer Stuart Mulberry (left) and 
owner Paul Sainthouse (in cab). 

NICK LARKIN 

Below: RM597 heads an unidentified DMS- 
class Fleetline during the former’s late- 
1970s allocation to Sidcup Garage. Early 
body BI94 with fixed front upper-deck 
windows was carried between RM597’s 
1977 and 1981 Aldenham overhauls. 

PAUL SAINTHOUSE COLLECTION 

Bottom right: RM597 turns from Pall Mall 
into Waterloo Place during its use on the 
Original London Sightseeing Tour after 
withdrawal from normal duties. 

PAUL SAINTHOUSE COLLECTION 
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MIDLAND RED MAN REMEMBERS 


of the bus and found its B -frame to be 
in poor condition - a replacement was 
sourced and fitted. 

Mick considered another standard red- 
liveried RM would be boring and added 
further personalised touches to the bus, 
including wood-effect floor tiles. 

After meeting at Andy Boath’s London 
storage centre, Keith and Mick moved 
their buses to a new location and started on 
something of a joint venture. Both vehicles 
were repainted at Greenwell’s of Loughton 


and their electrics dealt with by former 
Aldenham instructor, Malcolm Green. 

That brings the story up to date for 
1998 when our first story was written, but 
what has happened since? 

THE LAST 20 YEARS 

First a quiz question: which company 
owns some 2000 buses, coaches 
and minibuses, and includes nine 
Routemasters, an AEC Regal and a 
Leyland PD2 in its fleet? 
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The answer is Dawsongroup, previously 
Dawsonrentals, whose managing 
director, Paul Stonehouse, now owns an 
immaculate RM597. The bus has assisted 
the company’s promotional work but is not 
part of its fleet. 

The Dawson Group was set up as a 
family haulage firm in 1934, moved into 
vehicle rental in 1974 and now employs 
820 people. Involvement in buses did 
not begin until 1994 and now dozens of 
operators have Dawsongroup vehicles on 
rental or finance agreements. 

Paul grew up with RTs and RMs in 
north London, His grandfather, Stanley 
Eparon, was a conductor and latterly an 
inspector at Cricklewood Garage: ‘London 
buses worked into my DNA,’ says Paul. 

His decision to buy a Routemaster 
came many years later after attending a 
Confederation of Passenger Transport 
(CPT) event where examples from the 
Arriva Heritage Fleet provided delegate 
transportation. T thought we should have 
of these and that sowed the seed,’ he 
recalls. 

RM597 was acquired by Ensignbus at 
the end of 2014 and Paul bought the bus 


unseen as a remarkably 
original vehicle. It was 
still in its 1998 colours 
but had fallen on rather 
tough times after sale to 
another owner who let it stand on a farm 
for a decade. The interior had suffered, 
and mechanical work was needed. The 
body structure was sound and Ensignbus 
repainted the bus in London red. 

Paul had a definite ally at Dawsongroup 
in fleet engineer Stuart Mulberry, who 
began his career as an apprentice at 
London Transport’s Chiswick works in 
1978 before working at various locations 
and eventually leaving in 1992. ‘Paul 
called me into the office and said: “You 
used to work on Routemasters. Well I’ve 
got one.’” 

‘I love working on a Routemaster again,’ 
insists Stuart. ‘What seemed so different 
nowadays was that London Transport 
had been very unionised with people only 
able to perform specific tasks. It was strict 
demarcation.’ 

Stuart carried out various tasks on the 
bus including a fuel pump overhaul carried 
out in his domestic garage. The injectors 
were reconditioned, and the brakes, along 
with the accumulators overhauled. 

Routemaster restorer Dave Simmons 

sorted out much of interior work, 
which included the 


The Original London 
Sightseeing tour 
advertising featured 


RM597. 


RM597 is seen before its repaint and restoration. It was reregistered UAS 430 in 2003 
and later reunited with its original WLT 597 mark. PAUL SAINTHOUSE COLLECTION 


nightmare task of fitting new Treadmaster 
floor covering. 

RM597 was reunited with 1998 owner 
Keith Currall at this year’s London Bus 
Museum Spring Gathering at Brooklands: 
‘I’m delighted to see the bus looking so 
good, and being so well looked after,’ he 
said. ‘I well remember the photoshoot in 
1978 and really enjoyed the feature.’ 

Keith sold RM597 in August 2003 
after losing the storage facility for it and 
RM1224. He also owned RML2340 from 
2004 to 2006, passing this vehicle to the 
Bayer-Reisen coach company in Germany. 

But RM1224 has not been as fortunate. 
Sadly 1998 owner Mick Liddle passed 
away and the bus was subsequently owned 
by several others. It was reported to have 
been based - and vandalised - in Sussex. 

This RM is now with a private owner 
who has requested no publicity, but we 
understand the bus has undergone some 
work and attended a rally. 

FUTURE PLANS 

It is hoped one day RM597 and RM1224 
will once again stand together at an event. 
There could be a third vehicle in that 
line-up, as not only is Paul Sainthouse 
intending to put the already immaculate 
RM 597 into as-delivered condition, but 
he has acquired RM1400, which had been 
kept in a local garden for many years and 
is now under restoration. 

Our grateful thanks to Paul Sainthouse, 
Stuart Mulberry and Keith Currall for 
their kind assistance. 



Replacing RM597 , s Treadmaster proved a 
major job. PAUL SAINTHOUSE COLLECTION 
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Top left: RM597’s cab was 
substantially refurbished. 

PAULSAINTHOUSE 


Top centre: RM597’s interior 
has been lovely restored 
to original specification on 
both decks; this is the lower 
saloon. NICK LARKIN 


Top right: RM597 retains an 
AEC AV590 engine. 

NICK LARKIN 


Right and below: RM597 is 

immaculately presented 
in the London Transport 
Central Area red livery as 
carried when new in I960. 

NICK LARKIN 


Inset below: RM597 owner 
Paul Sainthouse. NICK LARKIN 
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The 2018 Spring Bus Show at the Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre on 22 April 
was this season’s first opportunity to ride the Southdown Omnibus Trust’s collection 
of historic buses. Supporting these was an interesting selection of visiting vehicles 
to provide an excellent day out. 


Visiting former Southdown 294 (FCD 294D), a 1966 Northern Counties-bodied Leyland Titan PD3/4, may sport a board declaring 
it a vintage bus - but it is half the age of the Southdown Omnibus Trust’s ex-Worthing Motor Services 1914 Tilling-Stevens TS3 
Petrol-Electric with 1908 Newman bodywork. Pictures: DAVID JUKES 



A good load is carried by the Trust’s ex-Southdown 125 (CD 
5125), a 1923 Leyland P-type with 1928 Short Bros, bodywork. 
CD 5125 was originally a single-deck Leyland N-type of 1920, 
receiving this double-deck body in 1928. This was sold in 1934 
for summerhouse, acquired for preservation in 1972 and 
mounted on its current chassis. 


The Trust’s former Southdown 873 (UF 6473), a 1930 all- 
Leyland Titan TDI acquired for Worthing’s town services, 
sports a splendid set of period advertisements of the 1930s. 
The bus was operated in Scotland between 1938 and 1952, 
then subsequently used as an office cum store until rescued for 
preservation in 1970. 
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The 5th Bus & Train Spectacular staged 
at the Great Central Railway's Quorn & 
Woodhouse station is described within 
‘News Plus'; here are some of the 
vehicles used in service. 



Top: Browns Blue had several second¬ 
hand RTs, none of which now survive. 
Former London Transport RTI347 
(KLB 596), a 1950 Weymann-bodied AEC 
Regent III 0961RT, is preserved in Browns 
Blue livery and is seen outside the Great 
Central Railway’s Loughborough Central 
station. SHANE ROSS 


Centre: Attending its first event after 
repainting into the Leicester City Bus 
maroon and cream livery of the early- 
1990s is former Leicester City Transport 
No 240 (FUT 240V), a 1980 East Lancs¬ 
bodied Dennis Dominator. This vehicle 
was last used by First Leicester as a 
driver trainer and spent several years in 
preservation on the south coast before 
returning to its home city. DAVID MITCHELL 



Bottom: Passing along Quorn’s Woodhouse 
Road is BAH 809X, a 1981 Plaxton 
Supreme IV-bodied Leyland Leopard 
PSU3F/4R new as TBC IX to the Gibson 
Division of Leicester City Transport in 
November 1981. This coach previously 
carried Western SMT black and white 
coach livery applied during its service with 
Stagecoach West Scotland (registered 
WLT 546) but a repaint into Gibson livery 
is progressing. DAVID MITCHELL 

Opposite, top: Approaching Quorn & 
Woodhouse station is ex-Leicester City 
Transport No 217 (217 AJF), a 1961 AEC/ 
Park Royal Bridgemaster B3RA. 

SHANE ROSS 
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Right: Seen at Quorn is well¬ 
laden former Leicester City 
Transport No 90 (90 HBC), 
1964 East Lancs-bodied 
Leyland Titan PD3A/I. 
SHANE ROSS 


Below: Proving very popular 
throughout the day was FV 
4548, a 1934 AEC Regal new 
to W. Salisbury of Blackpool 
with Beadle bodywork. It 
passed to Standerwick of 
Blackpool with the business 
in 1937 and was rebodied 
in 1948 by Ribble, after 
wartime requisition, with the 
English Electric bodywork 
(to Leyland design) from HG 
2759, a 1934 Leyland Tiger 
TS6. SHANE ROSS 
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The 11th Penzance Running 
Day held on 15 April was 
organised by the Cornwall 
Bus Preservation Society in 
association with the Thames 
Valley & Great Western 
Omnibus Trust, and enjoyed 
a varied selection of buses 
and coaches. 

The ten-strong third batch of 
Bristol LH coaches for Royal 
Blue received this functionally- 
styled bodywork by Marshall of 
Cambridge. Steve Cocks’ former 
Western National 1318 (BDV 
318L) is preparing to make a 180° 
turn outside The Gurnard’s Head 
Hotel, south of Zennor village, 
while operating a route 14 journey 
from St. Ives to Penzance. 

Pictures: DWR PICTURE LIBRARY 

The oldest double-decker to 
attend was David Hoare’s former 
Western National No 959 (KUO 
972), a 1950 lowbridge Eastern 
Coach Works-bodied Bristol 
K6B, which remained on static 
display in Penzance bus station 
throughout the day. 

Former Bristol Cityline No 1622 
(F622 RTC) was one of the first 
batch of Leyland Lynxes delivered 
to this operator in 1989/90 — 
similar buses were also purchased 
by Western National. No 1622 is 
seen turning out of the square at 
St. Just towards the bus station, 
the terminus for route 10. 
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The extensive restoration of a significant former North Western Leyland Leopard was completed this 
February. SIMON GILL and owner GERARD BUTLER tell the story. 
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The medium-weight Leyland Leopard was 
introduced in 1959 as a 30ft long chassis 
for bus and coach use as the LI (with 
a spiral bevel rear axle) and L2 (with a 
drop frame extension and optional Eaton 
two-speed rear axle) respectively. A 1961 
amendment to the Construction and 
Use Regulations allowed Leyland to take 
advantage of the newly permitted 36ft 
(11m) maximum bus and coach length and 
announce its PSU3 Leopard chassis, the 
first examples entering service in 1962. 

The North Western Road Car Company 
was among the first operators to take 
advantage of the revised legislation and 
it acquired ten Leopard PSU3/3RTs with 
unique Alexander coach bodies in 1962. 



ALEXANDER 'HIGHLANDER’ 

Walter Alexander & Co (Coachbuilders) 
Ltd was added to the British Electric 
Traction (BET) Group’s list of major 
suppliers in 1961. The standard BET- 
style bus of the time, with flat-front and 
a recessed sloping driver’s windscreen, 
was designated the Z-type by Alexander. 
North Western sought more of a coach 
image and favoured the combination 
of Z-type structure and a Scottish Bus 
Group-style front with vee-windscreens. 
The simple and attractive design with cove 
windows - a first for North Western - was 
known locally as the ‘Highlander’. 

An initial batch of twenty 30ft AEC 
Reliances with 41-seat bodies in 1961, Nos 
832-851 (RDB 832- 
851), was followed 
by ten 36ft Leyland 
Leopard PSU3/3RTs 
in 1962, Nos 907-916 
(VDB 907-916). The 


latter had 49 seats in a lengthened version 
of the same body with an extra window 
bay and a longer rear overhang - the sole 
examples built before the design was 
superseded by the ubiquitous Y-type. 

Nos 915 and 916 received forced-air 
ventilation systems and fixed side windows 
which, when combined with the cove 
glazing, must have made them very hot on 
summer days. 

The Leopard chassis featured Leyland’s 
0.600 9.8 litre engine and a two-speed 
Eaton rear axle to give adequate speed on 
the newly-opened UK motorway network. 
Adequate’ is probably understating the 
Highlanders’ capabilities as they had a 
reputation as ‘flying machines’ and were 
well-liked by drivers, particularly on the 
London and other express services where 
they reigned for eight years. 

The late-1960s saw the coaches repainted 
in North Western’s dual-purpose livery of 
red and cream in equal measures and fitted 


Above: North Western made an excellent choice in specifying the 
SBG front with vee-windscreens on the Alexander Z-type body to 
give an attractive appearance. The short window bays emphasise 
the vehicle’s 36ft length. SIMON GILL 

Left: No 916 is seen at a damp Merseyside rally carrying registration 
USL 580 after use as a driver training vehicle by the later North 
Western. GERARD BUTLER COLLECTION 
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Right: Restoration progress with rear 
dome, framework and interior panels 
repaired - front panels removed to 
examine and repair the framework. 

Both: GERARD BUTLER 

Below: The standard BET bus-style rear 
of the Alexander Z-type body as fitted 
with boot compartment and the North 
Western fleetname in red. SIMON GILL 

for One Person Operation (OPO). No 908 
was written-off after a serious accident 
in 1971, leaving the remaining Leopard 
Highlanders to enter the SELNEC PTE 
fleet on North Western’s 1972 division. 

North Western received a further 
122 Leopards after its Highlanders, of 
which 75 had Alexander Y-type bodies, 
including pre-production No 952 (VDB 
952) delivered in January 1963. Clearly 
this stylish and timeless design met North 
Western’s needs of local, interurban and 
express services very well. 

A REMARKABLE SURVIVOR 

No 916 passed to a Catholic church in the 
Manchester suburb of Didsbury after its 
1975 withdrawal by Greater Manchester 
PTE (GMPTE) and was used to transport 
parishioners and youth club members. It 
was later exchanged for another vehicle and 
left at GMPTE’s Charles Street, Stockport, 
premises - the former North Western Head 
Office - where it was initially preserved by 
former North Western employees. It spent 
some time at the Manchester Museum of 
Transport but was never formally adopted 
as part of the GMTS collection. 

The Leopard passed from preservation 
in 1986 when it joined the later North 
Western Road Car Co, formed to take 
over Ribble’s Merseyside area, as a driver 
training vehicle. This North Western 
became Arriva Merseyside and, during 
its training life, 916 was involved in an 
accident that badly damaged its rear 
end. It could have been scrapped - it 
was by then over 30-years-old - but local 
management agreed a cost-effective repair 
to enable its continued use. 

Legislation changes saw Arriva’s 
training Leopards replaced by more 
up-to-date vehicles and 916 went back into 
preservation. It passed through several 
owners, was re-registered USL 580, and its 
condition deteriorated as outside storage 
took its toll. 

No 916 was acquired in 2011 by Ribble 
Vehicle Preservation Trust member 
Gerard Butler from Travelsure Coaches 


of Northumberland; the latter had earlier 
acquired 916 for restoration as a vintage 
vehicle for wedding hires but abandoned 
the project when they realised the extent 
of work required. 

RESTORATION COMMENCES 

It soon became clear 916’s restoration would 
be costly and time-consuming; its condition 
was poor and necessitated the removal of 
all external panels to assess the framework. 
This early assessment revealed perished 
window rubbers and leaking cove windows 
had caused serious corrosion of the upright 
pillars, cant-rails and waist-rails. 

The rear-end accident had distorted the 
frame around the boot area and a rotten 
floor needed replacing. The rear fibreglass 
dome was badly cracked and distorted, 
and the saloon floor had a pronounced hill 
towards its rear. 

All this caused Gerard and his friends 
Dave Holden and Mark Prescott to 
question the viability of continuing 
with 916’s restoration. But its historical 
significance as the sole-surviving complete 
former North Western Leopard, the 
earliest surviving 36ft PSU3 coach and 
a prototype for forced-air ventilation 
(subsequently adopted by many operators) 


were persuasive arguments to continue. 

Gerard has managed several 
restorations with Dave, Mark and other 
RVPT colleagues including Ribble 
Leyland Leopard 811 (ARN 811C) and 
his Park Royal-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
1397 (NRN 397P) - the latter featured in 
B&CP July 2017. His approach is ‘bottom 
up’, i.e. chassis and mechanical overhaul, 
then moving onto the body. 

CHASSIS 

A complete hub overhaul, including brake 
relining and handbrake adjustment, 
allowed 916 to be taken for MoT in 2012 
- which it passed - to facilitate movement 
for restoration. It unfortunately overheated 
on the return journey which was put down 
to the fitting of a wrong type of cylinder 
head; the correct type was substituted. 

The main chassis was sound with only 
surface rust present, but the outriggers 
and body bearers were badly corroded 
and needed replacement. New sections 
were fabricated and fitted by Steve 
Dawson, proprietor of SD Restorations. 
Steve is a time-served bodybuilder 
and has been contracted to restore the 
bodywork of several RVPT collection 
vehicles. 
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Above left and centre: An 

interior comparison - under 
restoration and completed 
with new original style 
moquette seats and a bright 
airy feel from the cove 
windows. Note each double 
seat has a single air vent - 
no squabbling! 

GERARD BUTLER/SIMON GILL 

Above right: Particularly 
splendid features are the 
neatly-embroidered North 
Western antimacassars. 

SIMON GILL 

Left: Looking forward; note 
the pink ceiling panels and 
grey luggage racks. 

SIMON GILL 


The chassis was shot-blasted and 
silver-painted after Steve removed 
the old outriggers and body bearers, 
and the opportunity taken to remove 
components, such as the alternator, 
regulator and compressor, for overhaul. 
The fuel tank was also in poor condition 
and a replacement fabricated and fitted, 
together with new tank straps. 

EXTERIOR BODYWORK 

Most of the framework was badly corroded, 
requiring the fabrication and fitting of new 
sections to the correct pattern. The cant- 


rails were in poor condition; great care 
had to be taken during their replacement 
to maintain the roof’s integrity and shape. 
The front and rear roof panels immediately 
behind and in front of the fibreglass domes 
also had to be replaced. These were formed 
using large 10ft x 5ft aluminium sheets and 
care was taken not to dent them during the 
forming process. 

The front and rear fibreglass domes 
were removed and refurbished by Steve, 
with many cracks filled and missing pieces 
replaced. All upright and waist-rail frame 
sections were changed. 


The rear waist-rail and boot framework 
was particularly challenging. These were 
distorted because of the rear end accident; 
recreating the correct shape required 
much trial and error before the final fit. A 
good deal of deconstruction of the 1990s 
repair was necessary before this could be 
achieved. 

INTERIOR 

No 916’s internal condition was not 
much better. The ceiling panels were 
badly damaged at the saloon’s rear and 
much of the decorative Formica below 



Left and centre: The unusual 
style of two-leaf jackknife 
doors in open and closed 
positions. SIMON GILL 


Upper right: A driver’s eye view 
of the controls in the cab 
which are easily to hand. The 
LOW-HIGH sign refers to the 
Eaton two-speed rear axle 
switch. SIMON GILL 

Lower right: Finishing touches 
include the gold fleetname, 
fleetnumber and legal 
lettering which set off 
916’s cream and red North 
Western livery very well. 
SIMON GILL 
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the windows was damaged and unusable. 
The Formica panel patterns are no longer 
available, so Gerard took the decision to 
recreate the panels using Foamex. This 
is like Formica but more pliable. Pendle 
Signs of Colne reproduced patterns 
from samples and printed them onto 
Foamex using computer-aided design 
technology to give an excellent finish 
indistinguishable from the original. 

The Perspex driver’s partition was very 
badly cracked and etched; a Darwen 
company made a replacement. This, 
together with a new cab door (the original 
went missing years ago!), driver’s blind 
and sun-blind, has helped restore the cab 
area to its original appearance. 

Several saloon windows were an 
incorrect depth, and some were not of 
the correct safety glass standard. This 
required most side windows to be replaced 
with new safety glass cut to the correct 
pattern. The laminated windscreens were 
turning opaque in the corners and new 
ones had to be cut. 

Steve worked with Dave to refit the 
windows - a two and sometimes three- 
handed job - using rubber to the correct 
pattern supplied by Nu-Fox Rubber of 
Middleton (Manchester). Gerard, Dave 
and Steve breathed a sigh of relief when 
the curved cove windows were refitted. 
There were no spares and replacement 
would have been difficult and expensive if 
any broke. 

The saloon floor was replaced with 
marine ply covered with traditional lino 
to the correct shade of brown supplied 
by Gerflor of Warwick. The seats were 
re-trimmed with new moquette to the 
original North Western pattern by Carol 
Lucking of Redwood Engineering, St 
Annes-on-Sea. Dave and Gerard fitted the 
completed seats and the result is superb. 

Dave also overhauled the saloon 
electrics. There were charging issues, 
the speedometer did not work, and air 
pressure and temperature gauges were 
missing. Gerard had replacements and the 
dash instrumentation is now in place and 
working. 

Air-driven wiper motors were replaced 
with electric units during 916’s life but 
original specification Trico air wiper 
motors are now fitted. New heater boxes 
were also fitted with Dave simultaneously 
replacing the copper heater pipes - the 
heating system now functions well and 916 
gets nice and warm inside! 


Right: An extract from a North 
Western Staff Circular about 
coach heating and ventilation 
controls. 

SIMON GILL COLLECTION 

Below: The rear offside view 
shows the bus-like lines of the 
Alexander body with added 
cove glazing and boot, and the 
emergency exit door located 
in the final bay. SIMON GILL 

REPAINTING 

Any major restoration is 
generally completed by 
painting the vehicle in its 
correct livery. This was 
carried out by enthusiast 
and professional coach 
painter Mat Southart, who 
has carried out repaints for 
several preservationists in the 
north-west. No 916, restored 
to its original North Western 
coach livery, is a delight to 
see thanks to Mat’s skill, 
preparation and enthusiasm. 

ON THE ROAD 

Gerard was unable to obtain 
original registration VDB 
916 but instead acquired 
VDB 920. This was initially 
carried by North Western No 920, a 
Willowbrook-bodied AEC Reliance, 
thereby retaining a close link to the 
original company. 

Such an extensive restoration has 
resulted in a vehicle that really looks the 
part and is evocative of a much-respected 
bus and coach operator that is sadly no 
longer with us. No 916 has a MOT for 


the first time since 2012 and is ready for 
the current season - RVPT members and 
friends plan to attend various events with 
the Highlander, including Cheltenham 
and Oxford in July and Kingsbridge in 
September. 

Our thanks to owner Gerard Butler for 
his boundless assistance with this feature 
and to John Edwards for driving during 
our photo shoot. 
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No 916 makes a splendid sight 
on its return to Manchester 
on the famous X60 service. 

The air intakes for the forced- 
air ventilation system can be 
clearly seen on both sides of the 
destination box. SIMON GILL 



































GLORIOUS 

NORTH WESTERN 


North Western is still 
today a much-missed 
operator, being the victim 
of NBC re-organisation 
in 1972. Here are some 
glorious recollections. 
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Opposite page, top: North Western 696 
(KDB 696), a Weymann-bodied Leyland 
Tiger Cub new in 1957, was later 
operated on services in the Glastonbury 
area by Cuff’s of Piddlehinton. 

Withdrawn in 1976, it was acquired by 
Chilton Cantelo House School near 
Yeovil in 1977. It later passed into 
preservation, emerging at the beginning 
of this decade with non-standard grilles 
in the front dash. 

Opposite page, bottom: Harrington 
Wayfarer IV-bodied AEC Reliances were 
popular with operators within the BET 
Group. New in 1959, No 778 (LDB 778), 
seen here in Stockport, later saw use 
with Contractor, Wimpey. 

This page, top: Second only to Aldershot & 
District in terms of numbers operated, 
North Western took 34 of the 184 Dennis 
Loline Ills built. All North Western 
examples were fitted with Alexander 
bodywork. Here No 885 (RDB 885), 
new in 1961, passes through Stockport’s 
Mersey Square on a local service. 

Centre: North Western favoured Alexander 
bodywork in the 1950s and 1960s. Here in 
Matlock bus station in 1972, 1963 Leyland 
Leopard No 956 (VDB 956) loads for 
Buxton. No 956 passed to Trent later in 
1972 along with services in Derbyshire. 
Don’t those ladies look excited at the 
prospect of a ride aboard a Y-type? 

Bottom: Parked outside Potteries 
Biddulph garage is No 973 (VDB 973), a 
1963 Park Royal-bodied AEC Renown. 

Of 262 Renowns built, NWRCC took 18. 
Upon division of the fleet in 1972, this bus 
was re-allocated to Crosville, ending its 
days with Maghull Coaches of Liverpool. 



July 2018 


41 














































Left: Duple Commander¬ 
bodied Leyland Leopard 
No 230 (JDB 230E) makes 
a splendid sight here in May 
1967, when just three months 
old. 


Below: Despite the arrival 
of the Commander above, 
Alexander continued as 
a favoured supplier. Here 
in June 1978, 1967 Leyland 
Leopard/Alexander ‘Y’ No 
269 (KJA 269F) is caught on 
camera in Kilnhurst. 



MOUTH western 


Left: North Western 1200 
(RTF 561L) was a Leyland 
Leopard/Alexander ‘M’-type 
purchased new by Ribble as 
its 701 in December 1972, and 
was the only non-Scottish 
customer M Type built. 

It later passed to North 
Western and National Travel 
before sale to Black & White 
of Scunthorpe. It then worked 
for Whiteheads Coaches/ 
Sports Tours of Rochdale 
before being taken by 
Rennie’s as a trade-in. It was 
resold to Thorn, and then to 
Babcock Amateur Athletics 
Club, Pitreavie. 
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BUSFLIX 175 

Nortfi Staffordshire 


February 2018 51 Minutes £10 



Famed in Newcastle under Lyme. 
Hanley. Leek Longton & 
Utloxctcr 


Widescreen 16:9 ^5 

BUSFLIX 174 

Gateshead 


January 2018 53 Minutes C 1C 



Filmed in Metrocentre Btaydon. 
Gateshead Metro and Heworth 




A 


BUSFLIX 173 


Newcastle upon Tyne 


January 2018 54 Minutes £10 



Filmed m Haymarket Percy 
Street. Pilgnm Street. Central 
Station and Four Lane Ends 


Widescreen 16:9 A 

BUSFLIX 172 


North Lincolnshire 


'November 2017 51 Minutes CIO 

4 if** 



Filmed hi Scunthorpe. Grimsby 
and Lmooki 
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BUSFLIX 171 

Barnsley Wakefield i Dewsbury 




October 2017 53 Minutes £10 


Filmed hi Barnsley. Wakefield & 
Dewsbury 


n 16:9 AA 

BUSFLIX 170 

Cambridgeshire 


Filmed In Cambridge. Ely. 
Wisbech A Peterborough 




Widescreen 16 9 
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BUSFLIX 169 

Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes 4 
Kirkaldy 

August 2017 71 Minutes C12 



Filmed m Dundee. Perth. 
Glenrothes & KokaMy 




Widescreen 16 9 


A 



USFLIX FILMS 


RESENT RELEASES 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 

BF 172 North Lincolnshire 

£10.00 

BF 171 Barnsley, Wakefield and Dewsbury 

£10.00 

BF 170 Cambridgeshire 

£10.00 

BF 169 Dundee, Perth, Glenrothes & Kirkcaldy. 

£12.00 

BF 168 Inverness, Elgin & Aberdeen 

£10.00 

BF 167 Greater Manchester August 2017 

£12.00 

BF 166 Kent June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 165 South Wales Valleys June 2017 

£12.00 

BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

£10.00 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

£10.00 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 160 North Flampshire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

£8.00 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

£10.00 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

£10.00 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

£12.00 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

£10.00 

BF 151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

£10.00 

BF 150 North West London October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 149 South Clydeside October 2016 

£10.00 

LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 


LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996—2005 

£10.00 

LB 116 Isle of Wight 1996 

£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part 2 2001 12 

£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Part 1 1996—2000 

£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 -2005 

£10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 

LB 111 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 1 

£10.00 

LB 110 Oxford 2003 / 2006 63 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 109 Oxford 1996/7 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 108 West Midlands 1997 & 2001 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry 1996 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 78 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich 2003 64 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend 1996 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth 1996 71 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

£10.00 

PUBLICATIONS 


Northern General Group 1950—1986 

£9.75 

Focusing on the Bristol VR 

£9.75 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 1 

£6.00 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 2 

£6.00 

North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 

£9.00 
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BUSFLIX 


Isle of Wight 1996 - 2005 

1996 - 2005 59 Mmules £10 



F*nod at vanous piaoes on the Isle of 
Wight 

Fimed by Terry Osborne 

as A 

BUSFLIX 


oukmg Back A! Buses 1 


Isle of Wight 1996 

1996 59 Mmutns £10 



Filmed at vanous places on the Isle of 



Fimed by Terry Osborne 

A 

BUSFLIX 


Crawley Part 2 

2001/2 55Unu«<rt £io 


Ftmed in Crawtoy at vanous places 


Fmed by Terry Otbome 

— A 

BUSFLIX 

■TrairWaimm 

Crawley Part 1 

1906 - 2000 56 Minutes £10 



Fimed by Terry Osborne 

A 

BUSFLIX 


Hampshire 

1996 - 2005 58 Minutes £10 



F*neo in Bssngstoke. fcasoetgn 
Portsmouth & Gosport 


Fened by Terry Osborne 

afc A 

BUSFLIX 


Looking Back At Buses 112 


Portsmouth Navy Day (part 2) 

2003 60 Maudes £10 




Fimed by Terry Osborne 

m A 

BUSFLIX 

■sraann 

Portsmouth Navy Day (part 1) 

2003 60 Minutes £10 


Famed *i Portsmouth & Gosport in 
2003 

Fimed by Terry Osborne 

A 


Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Tuesday—Fri evenings 1900—2100) 01709 769507 or by mail. 

Please make cheques payable to D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST 
P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 (Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). 


Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all over the UK 































entrance exam, and we were assured by his 
headmaster that he would fail. 

‘So what does he do? He passes - but 
the fees would effectively wipe out one of 
our salaries.’ 

The solution lay close at hand in the 
shape of Mark’s 1936 MG SA Coupe, 
which was his first ever car and had 
then just been expensively restored. 

Jenny suggested it should earn its keep 
so in 1978 they placed a postcard in a 
Wokingham shop window advertising the 
MG’s availability for weddings. 

It proved very popular, but Mark was 
unhappy that there was no back up. 
Business boomed during the ‘Thatcher 
Years’ and Ages Past grew by a car a year 
for the next eight years. Demand was such 
that in a single year Mark turned away 450 
people while being fully booked for June 
Saturdays over a year in advance. 

But it did not last: ‘The financial bubble 
burst and weddings were not as popular,’ he 
considers. ‘Money was tight as people fell 
into negative equity. It became quieter but 
the cars had done their job - my eldest was 
through Wellington and off to university 
and the second 
son was well on 
his way through 
school.’ 


INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

The scene changed quite dramatically as 
the number of church weddings collapsed. 
Some 97% of weddings were church- 
based in the late-1970s - it is now around 
14%. Civic ceremonies are now more 
often held at hotels, castles and suchlike 
where accommodation before and after 
the ceremony is provided meaning cars to 
transport the wedding party are seldom 
required. 

The pre-war car scene has also 
stagnated as the real activity in the car 
market currently revolves around post-war 
models of the 1960s, 70s and 80s. These 
are the vehicles today’s collectors saw on 
the road in their youth. 

And wedding days have changed too: 
‘When I started Ages Past, almost every 
wedding was held on a summer Saturday,’ 
reflects Mark. ‘Summers and Saturdays 
were brilliant as I was able to combine the 
cars and an academic life - the University 
was always very quiet between late-May 
and early-October. 

‘But that has also changed with 
weddings now held throughout the year - 
and not just on Saturdays either,’ he 
adds. ‘I was able to 
retire early when 
the University’s 


The Bedford OB is for many the 
classic classic, with several in active 
preservation across the UK and 
beyond. Eversley-based Ages Past is 
home to five Class 6 working examples 
as DAVID JUKES discovers. 


‘This is probably the finest collection of 
privately-owned Bedford OBs in the world 
that are actually on the road and being 
regularly used,’ enthuses Dr Mark Sleep, 
the proprietor of Ages Past. His Bedford 
OBs are frequently hired to celebrate 
special occasions such as weddings, 
anniversaries, school proms, corporate 
events and theatre visits. One or two 
may occasionally be seen at static rallies 
and running days, particularly those 
located within easy distance of north-east 
Hampshire. 


IN THE BEGINNING 

Ages Past was founded in 1978 by Mark 
and his then wife, Jenny, as a means of 
paying for their eldest son’s college fees. 
Mark created Brunei University’s Geology 
Department and Jenny was this country’s 
second Professor of Nursing and Midwifery. 

‘We both had fantastic jobs, but they 
were poorly paid,’ Mark recalls. ‘Our 
eldest wanted to sit the Wellington College 











Geology Department moved from 
Isleworth to Uxbridge. That suited me 
very well as I had the Ages Past business.’ 

THE BEDFORD OBS 

The declining wedding business led 
Mark to buy a Bedford OB in 2003. 1949 
Duple Vista-bodied FJB 267 was new to 
Townsend Coaches of nearby Crowthorne 
and was acquired through auction from 
the collection of John Mould, a passionate 
collector of Bedfords after starting his 
working life with an O-series truck. 

It is sufficient to say this OB was 
restored as HGE 219, in reality at that 
time an unrestored example known as 
The Shetlander’ (since restored and 
now resident in the Shetland Isles), but 
their identities were properly swapped 
back soon after Mark’s purchase. FJB 
267 - Ages Past OBI - retains the scarlet 
and black upholstery from John Mould’s 
restoration but was soon repainted from 
these colours into its current maroon and 
cream livery: The current colours are my 
choice,’ Mark explains. They complement 
the interior John gave me but I wanted a 
classical livery that looked right for me.’ 

The Bedford’s sunshine roof has long 
been filled in - Mark enquired about its 
reinstatement soon after purchase but 
declined the quoted sum of between 
£15,000 and £20,000 for the work. Many 
sliding roofs were removed from Vista 
bodies as rainwater channels became 
blocked and retained moisture which 
created rust and damp to ruin bodywork 
and upholstery. 

It then became apparent that history was 
repeating itself. What happened with the 

Top: Duple Vista-bodied FJB 267 was the 
first Bedford OB in the Ages Past fleet. 
This version of the Vista was the standard 
Duple coach body for the OB from 1946 
until Bedford ceased its production in 
late-1950. 

Centre left: The forward view from FJB 
267’s rear seat showing moquette and 
timber interior trim. 

Centre right: The 28-seat Mulliner 
bodywork fitted to LSU 857 features a 
centrally-located emergency exit door 
in its rear wall and low-backed vinyl bus 
seats. 

Bottom: Mulliner of Birmingham built 
several bus bodies for the Bedford OB to 
a Duple design, including LSU 857 which 
first entered service with Jersey Motor 
Transport registered J 6986. 

All: DAVID JUKES 


Ages Past cars in the late-1970s and early- 
1980s was now happening with the OB; 
people were once again being turned away. 

‘We re-invented ourselves with the 
Bedfords,’ explains Mark. ‘I only had one 
but was contacted by a gentleman with an 
invitation to go into business with him and 
his Bedford OB at weekends in London. 

‘It was a hot summer’s day and I 
thought: “Do I want to be going around 
London on a day like this, through the 
traffic, for tourists, when I am turning 
people away here?” I swiftly declined his 
offer and instead invited him to bring his 
Bedford here, as I could give him a lot of 
business - and that is what happened.’ 

Mulliner-bodied LSU 857, new to 
Jersey Motor Transport in 1946, was duly 


given a repaint and refit before operating 
alongside OBI until its owner decided on 
a return to Switzerland and placed the OB 
on the market. A reluctant agreement to 
give Mark first option saw LSU 857 join 
Ages Past as OB2 in 2008. 

‘I believe there is just one other Class 
6-registered Mulliner-bodied OB on the 
road and used for hire and reward,’ says 
Mark. There are certainly others kept 
privately, but OB2 is a relative rarity. It 
is a single-deck bus with vinyl seats and 
totally different from my other OBs. It is 
quirky and more open, which people like, 
as being more sociable.’ 

Mark was soon looking for a third 
OB and contacted Tim Wootton, the 
much-missed organiser of the Bedford 
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Top: The post-war Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OB continued the bodybuilder’s 
traditional curved-waist and sloping- 
pillar design - the combination proving 
very popular during its 1946 to late- 
1950 production run, and beyond to the 
present day. DAVID JUKES 

Centre left: The interior of KEL 94 is 
beautifully restored to its original style 
trim, with green-based moquette and 
varnished timber evident in this front- 
end view. Note the emergency exit door 
located alongside the driver’s seat. 
DAVID JUKES 



Centre right: KEL 94 and LUR 446 retain 
sunshine roofs in full-working order. The 
former’s is seen opened to its maximum 
extent. AGES PAST 

Bottom: The detail differences between 
the standard Duple Vista coach body and 
its Mark V Service Coach derivative of 
late-1948 construction may be identified 
in these views of FJB 267 and KNN 314 — 
the latter lacking much of the former’s 
brightwork. Both: DAVID JUKES 


OB Anniversary Gatherings: ‘I told him 
I sought a third OB/ he recalls, ‘and he 
said: “You cannot get one. Do you know I 
have three blank cheques and people are 
prepared to pay any money for one? But 
I would rather you had another because 
you are using them and maintaining them. 
Leave it with me and we will see what 
happens.’” 

Two months later and Tim was in touch 
to advise Mark that the former Shamrock 
& Rambler Vista-bodied coach that he 
had once owned was available in South 
Wales. 1950-built KEL 94 duly joined the 
Ages Past fleet in 2012 as OB3 - in return, 
Tim requested the three Ages Past OBs 
attend the Bedford OB 75th Anniversary 
Gathering, and this duly happened in 
August 2016. 

KEL 94 is the sole survivor of 
Shamrock & Rambler’s OB fleet and was 
originally registered KEL 95, losing this 


mark in 2000. Its livery has been slightly 
changed in Ages Past ownership - the 
black coachline is now green to better 
match the interior upholstery: T tell 
people about the colour change,’ insists 
Mark. ‘But I have to run a business, make 
it work and be pleased with it. 

‘This OB is one of my luxury coaches 
- that means high-backed cloth seats 
with each providing a footrest for the one 
behind, antimacassars on the head rests 
and a clock. And it has a sunshine roof 
that works and drains perfectly.’ 

Mark was still turning people away 
from the three OBs so actively sought a 
fourth to maintain a reserve. This arrived 
in the shape of former South Notts Bus 
Company KNN 314 in 2015. 

OB4’s Duple bodywork has many detail 
differences from the standard Vista coach 
owing to material shortages at the time 
of its late-1948 construction. The Mark V 


Service Coach was based upon the Vista 
but lacked a sunshine roof and much 
external decoration, while the interior 
seating is not quite as luxurious as the 
normal coach. 

‘This OB is a bus/coach - that is what 
the logbook states - and is very clearly an 
early dual-purpose vehicle. I thought it 
would be the poor relation by a long way, 
but I got it very wrong,’ admits Mark. 

‘I took out a bet with my senior driver 
that this one would not get within ten 
bookings of the other three. And I lost. 
What is more amazing is this was the most 
popular OB last year.’ 

More OBs were inspected during 2017 
as Mark looked to acquire a fifth example, 
but he knew LUR 446 was on the market 
although not initially at an affordable 
price. This 1950 Vista-bodied coach had 
won ‘Best in Show’ at the Bedford OB 
75th Anniversary Gathering, for which 
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everyone present - exhibitors, guests and 
visitors alike - had a free vote; clearly an 
outstanding vehicle! 

‘I was most fortunate to acquire it from 
Brian Stevens in November at his behest,’ 
reflects Mark. ‘He suggested if he and 
previous owner John Preston had charged 
for every hour and piece of work that had 
gone into its restoration, I would have 
needed to find another £100,000! 

‘It is probably one of the finest OBs in 
the world - it is certainly the best in this 
collection, such is its high standard. We 
prepared it for its Certificate of Initial 
Fitness and its has, to date, carried out just 
two bookings so far. But there are a lot 
more booked ahead.’ 

KEEPING THE WHEELS TURNING 

Mark can call on a fabulous team of 
friends, workers and drivers, led by John 
Playle, to assist with the mechanical and 
electrical work necessary to keep his 
Bedford OBs active. ‘We keep a reserve 
engine so whenever an engine goes wrong, 
we have a restored spare ready for use. 

‘We had a little hiccup recently and our 
excellent driver/mechanic Richard Bilbe 
is about to reassemble what is now the 
reserve unit. It has been re-sleeved, the 
big-ends and crankshaft refurbished, and 
we have new pistons.’ 

Fortunately Bedford spares are not too 
difficult to source. Mark’s usual contacts 
are Norman Aish’s Bygone Bedford Bits 
and Chris and John Morton’s Vintage 
Military Vehicle Spares. Pete Gains at 

Top: KNN 314’s Duple Mark V Service 
Coach bodywork has many detail 
differences from the standard Vista 
coach body, as fitted to FJB 267, KEL 
94 and LUR 446, owing to material 
shortages at the time of its late-1948 
construction. It lacks a sunshine roof and 
much of the external decoration fitted as 
standard to the Vista coach. DAVID JUKES 

Centre left: The interior seating of KNN 
314 is not quite as luxurious as that fitted 
to the standard Duple Vista coach, hence 
its first registration as a bus/coach - an 
early dual-purpose vehicle. DAVID JUKES 

Centre right: The interior of LUR 446 was 
restored to the same high standard as 
its exterior and structure. Ages Past 
has added the aisle carpet and headrest 
antimacassars. DAVID JUKES 

Bottom: The most recent addition to the 
Ages Past fleet is LUR 446, a 1950 Duple 
Vista-bodied OB extensively restored 
to original condition by previous owners 
John Preston and Brian Stevens. 

DAVID JUKES 


nearby Binfield is also able to assist. 

But drivers are proving more difficult to 
find: ‘We have to find a PCV driver able 
to double declutch,’ states Mark. ‘I have 
around eight people I can call on but there 
are some days when I struggle to find a 
sufficiency. 

‘They are all gentlemen of a certain 
age - most of them over 50 - and they 
love driving these vehicles,’ he adds. 

‘I pay extremely well - at least I think I 
do - and ask a high standard in return, 
which they enjoy delivering. I can always 
do with an extra driver. It will be fantastic 
if I can find a pet PCV driver who is not 


dedicated to someone else already. 

‘Our senior PSV driver, Robert Turner, 
kindly does a really super job looking after 
our website and social media.’ 

All hands will be present later this 
year as Ages Past is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary in 2018. Mark is planning to 
take the entire fleet to the Gloucestershire 
Vintage & Country Extravaganza at South 
Cerney on Sunday 5 August - the five OBs 
and six cars will make a fine sight. 

Our grateful thanks to Mark Sleep for 
his kind assistance and hospitality, and to 
John Wakefield for providing the vehicle 
histories. 
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OB Histories 


OBI (FJB 267) DUPLE VISTA C29F BODYWORK 


New to Townsend of Crowthorne in 1949, it was operated by Morley Grey of West Row by March 1959 
and passed to Bickers of Coddenham by January 1968. Owned by Tony Pond of Ipswich (dealer) and Stone 
of Cuddington before passing to John Mould of Burghfield, by whom it was restored as HGE 219. It passed 
to Ages Past in September 2003 and reverted to its correct registration. 


OB2 (LSU 857) MULLINER B28F BODYWORK 


Chassis supplied to Safety Coach Services (SCS) of St Helier, Jersey, in 1946 for bodying by Jersey Motor 
Panels. SCS was sold to Jersey Motor Transport (JMT) on I November 1946 and the OB was instead bodied 
by Mulliner. Entered service registered J 6986 in British European Airways livery in September 1947 and 
repainted in JMT’s bus livery in March 1951. Withdrawn July 1969 and passed to an unknown New Milton 
owner and used as a greenhouse. Acquired by Pat Wale of the Countryside Museum, Fordingbridge, and 
reregistered LTR 336R in 1978 then sold to Legg of Bishops Lydeard by November 1982. Purchased by 
Jeffery Thorpe of Herne Bay in June 1983 and reregistered LSU 857 in May 1988 when it became illegal 
to have a registration newer than the vehicle to which it applied. Passed to JM Poultney of Minster in 
November 1989, John Yonge of Kew in April 2007 and Ages Past in August 2008. 


OB3 (KEL 94) DUPLE VISTA C29F BODYWORK 


New to Shamrock & Rambler of Bournemouth in May 1950 registered KEL 95, then operated by Kings 
Coaches of Stanway from June 1958 until its December 1970 sale to Haylock & Walker of Maldon for use as 
a caravan. Preserved by Hawkes of Corringham by the mid-1970s, passing to Benstead of Dagenham in 1976 
and Superscale of Basildon in 1980 before PSV operation by Brentwood Coaches from 1986. Acquired by 
Trigg of Bourton on the Water for preservation in January 2000 registered WSL 115, then Tim Wootton in 
June 2006 (reregistered KEL 94 in May 2007). Sold to Devereux of Dublin in September 2009 (reregistered 
ZV 9400) before sale to Padfield of Llantrisant in September 2011 and reregistered KEL 94. Acquired by 
Ages Past in December 2012. 


OB4 (KNN 314) DUPLE MARK V SERVICE COACH DP29F BODYWORK 


New to South Notts Bus Co of Gotham (No 38) in April 1949, it passed to H J Baldwin of Nottingham 
in September 1968. Various owners followed: Macalister of Bourton, Foster of Ruskington, Dicks of 
Oundle, Cop of Brigstock and Garraghty of Kettering before passing in May 1997 to Warburton & Bissell 
of Bedworth, by whom the OB was restored in South Notts livery. Sold to Wilson of Haughley in 2009 and 
repainted in a fictitious Sunset Tours livery. Acquired by Ages Past in May 2015. 


OB5 (LUR 446) DUPLE VISTA C29F BODYWORK 


New to Kirby of Bushey Heath in September 1950 then acquired by Burnell of Wootton Courtney in May 
1963. Passed to Venner of Drayford in July 1970 and sold to Perrett of Shipton Oliffe in June 1972. Mosley 
(dealer) bought the OB that September before sale to Manor Coaches of Yate in January 1973. Passed to 
Peter Watts of Gloucester then Fielding of Newent before restoration by subsequent owner John Preston 
of Cradley from April 1989. Acquired by Brian Stevens of Great Bromley in September 2011 and fully 
restored before sale to Ages Past in November 2017. 


Historical Vehicles I Tel: 0118 973 2630 
www.agespast.co.uk 
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Heres a small selection of 
Bedford OBs, the small bus / 
coach that just would not go 
away! Of these three two 
remain in preservation totday, 
whilst the third was preserved, 
but now seems to have 
departed the scene. 


Above: New in 1947 to Dean 
& Pounder of Morecambe, 
HTC 661 was sold to one of its 
drivers when the firm ceased 
as a PSV operator in June 
1973. Sold to Ken Rodham 
(t/a Calvary Coaches, 
Washington, Tyne & Wear) 
and named ‘Phyllis 2/95, it 
remained and is pictured 
here with that concern as a 
heritage vehicle until 1997 
when it passed to Ted Heslop 
of Hexham. Today HTC 661 
is under restoration with 
Colin Simmons (t/a Country 
Hopper) of Ibstock. 
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THE RETURN OF 



A Sign 
of the 
West 
Midlands 
Times 


It is now 20 years since the end of West Midlands Daimler/Leyland Fleetlines, which event coincided with 
the arrival of the first low-floor wheelchair-accessible double-decker in the area. JAMES MUNRO reports. 


Saturday 1 November 1997 marked the 
end of 37 years of Fleetline service in the 
West Midlands and 95 years of Daimler 
operation. Their passing did not go 
unnoticed. A very well organised event 
was led by preservationist Rob Handford, 
who was at the time employed by Travel 
West Midlands. The chosen location was 
Washwood Heath garage (now closed), 
situated on the east side of the city, where 
intense Fleetline extras were put to work 
on service 27, which then ran between 
Birmingham Markets and Bromford, 
passing the gates of the garage! Some 


of the last surviving Fleetlines were 
reinstated from the reserve fleet to join 
the last operational ones to make an 
impressive running line-up on the day, 
the oldest being 6477 (NOC 477R), 
which was joined by 6898 (TVP 898S) 
that had survived in a non-standard grey 
livery. These worked alongside 6932 
(WDA 932T), 6952 (WDA 952T), 6967 
(WDA 967T), 7000 (WDA 700T) and 
single-deck conversion 1956 (WDA 956T). 

No 7000, numerically the last Fleetline 
to be ordered by West Midlands PTE, 
was appropriately lettered for the 


occasion, the nearside proclaiming: ‘37 
Years of Daimler Fleetline operation 
in Birmingham 1960 to 1997’ with ‘93 
Years of Daimler Motorbus operation in 
Birmingham 1904 to 1997’ on the offside, 
while the lower half of the bus had also 
been treated to a repaint. Thanks to Rob, 
a nice set of seats was also fitted! 

The Fleetlines were joined by 
Metrobuses, which wore heritage liveries 
of Birmingham City Transport and 
municipal undertakings, something the 
company had decided to do to represent 
its history back in 1996. A solitary 
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Leyland National, 1745 (PTF 745L), also 
ran. New to Ribble, it had entered the 
West Midlands fleet by default, having 
been acquired as a result of buying up 
competition. 

Inside the grounds of the garage, sales 
stands and preserved vehicles could 
be found on display amongst the buses 
resting from busy Saturday operations. 
BCT Daimler COG5 1107 (CVP 207), 
together with Fleetlines 4041 (XON 41J), 
4613 (JOV 613P), 6311 (KON 311P), 

6600 (NOC 600R), and 6575 (SDA 757S) 
made up the preserved display, 
accompanied by 4069 (YOX 69K), which 
remained on the fleet at the time as an 
open top conversion. Daimler CVA6 1486 
(GOE 486) arrived towards the end of the 
day driven by the late Colin Hawketts. 

This was to transport the late Mac Cooper 
from Aston Manor Road Transport 
Museum, in time for Rob to drive 7000 in 
off service, ending Fleetline operations. 
7000 was then handed over to Aston 
Manor Museum for posterity. 

FAST FORWARD ... 

Fast forward to 2017 and the fate of 
the last day fleet is somewhat different. 

No 6477 went on for use with the Ministry 
of Defence, but was later scrapped. 

No 6898 survives as a mobile billboard 
in Lye, West Midlands, Nos 6932 and 
6952 saw further use before being 
scrapped; 6967 survives as a playbus. No 
7000 remains with Aston Manor (now at 
Aldridge) and is currently in store, and 
1956, having been saved not long after the 
event by Martin Lowry and Adrian Parker, 
passed to me in 2008 and has since been 
restored to ‘as-converted’ condition. 

As for the preserved vehicles on display, 
1107, 4613, 6311 can be found in regular 
use at the Transport Museum, Wythall; 
the latter two having benefited from 
further restorations. These three have 
been joined by 6757, which was saved 
out of service in 1996 by Simon Langley 
and Andrew Duffy, before passing to 
me for full restoration in 2001. Their 
efforts should be acknowledged as this 
is probably the sole surviving complete 
East Lancs-bodied WMPTE Fleetline in 
existence from the batch of 40. No 1486 
has now joined the Wythall collection too, 
following Colin’s death. No 6600 remains 
with the West Midlands Bus Preservation 
Society having now been returned to 
WMPTE livery. No 4041 remains part of 


the Aston Manor collection at Aldridge, 
while 4069 saw further use in Spain, its 
current whereabouts are not known and it 
is assumed to have been scrapped. 

...AND BACK 

In the midst of the Fleetline departure, 
Paul Gray, a Wythall Trustee at that time, 
suggested to me I should start saving £1 
a week towards saving the new low-floor 
double-decker’ Travel West Midlands 
had proudly acquired. The bus was a 
DAF/Optare Spectra, claimed as the first 
production low-floor double-decker in 
Britain, appropriately with fleet No 1 and 
registration R1 NEG (National Express 
Group). It had been ceremonially handed 
over on 9 October 1997 at the start of 
Coach & Bus 97 at the NEC, although it 
was not delivered until 15 January 1998. 

It came into traffic early in 1998, and 
I was now in my last year of school, still 
mourning the loss of the Fleetline. I was 
still struggling to like the Leyland Lynx, 
a type I later drove in service for West 
Midlands and loved, together with the 
Metrobuses (both Mkl and Mk2), but 
these played second fiddle to the Fleetline! 

Returning to 2014, I was sitting in 
a Trustees’ meeting with Paul where 
future Museum acquisitions were being 
discussed. Collections Manager Malcolm 
Keeley was obviously keen on the story 
R1 NEG told, but the Spectra was not 
a typical low-floor ’decker of the West 
Midlands. The company operated 22 
at the peak and the type had few build 
connections with the Midlands, though 
DAF had carried over the rear suspension 
module from the Metrobus. The Museum 
had always been reluctant to purchase by 
numbers, a good base condition was key, 
so the best from the batch was always 
favoured. 

However, the Spectra choice would be 
very limited indeed. A formal approach 
was made by Malcolm to Richard 
Rampton at National Express, who 
began negotiations and liaison with Peter 
Coates, who was the Managing Director 
at the time. The Museum subsequently 
inspected R1 NEG, which was found to 
be in overall sound condition and the 
Trustees were delighted to accept the 
generous donation from National Express 
in June 2015. Thankfully I didn’t have to 
admit to Paul — treasurers rarely forget 
these things — I had failed to save as he 
had advised 18 years prior. Phew! 



The last day of the West Midlands Fleetlines 
with the last West Midlands Fleetline of 
all in attendance. Signwriting on 7000 was 
misleading. The first Fleetline operated by 
BCT was demonstrator 7000 HP in December 
I960; its own Fleetlines did not enter service 
until January 1962. (But nice symmetry that 
the Fleetline era began and ended with a bus 
numbered 7000!) PHILIP LAMB 



No 6967 (WDA 967T) was another 
participant on the day — Saturday I 
November 1997. PHILIP LAMB 
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No 6898 (WDA 898T) had survived in a non¬ 
standard grey livery. PHILIP LAMB 


OPPOSITE PAGE: Restored to original condition 
and resident at the Transport Museum, 
Wythall, Travel West Midlands 4001, the first 
Optare Spectra built. PHILIP LAMB 
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Metro-Cammell-bodied Daimler CVA6 
I486 (GOE 486) has since become a Wythall 
resident. All: PHILIP LAMB 



Handover day. From the left: Luke Goddard 
(National Express), Dave Taylor, James 
Munro, Kevin Hill, Leo Coley and Martin 
Lowry COURTESY JAMES MUNRO 


W TRAVEL 

M WEST MIDLANDS 


Rl NEG HISTORY 

R1 NEG entered service on 4 February 
1998 from Birmingham Central garage 
(formerly Liverpool Street), which provided 
a vast range of services across the City, 
enabling its performance to be assessed to 
the maximum. A-Bus of Bristol had been 
able to beat Travel West Midlands into 
service with its low-floor Spectra — by 
about five hours — but Rl NEG remains 
the first off the production line! 

Rl NEG was joined by R2 NEG, 
which was allocated to the Dundee fleet 
for assessment, becoming Scotland’s first 
low-floor double decker. TWM ordered 
a further 20 of the type and these started 
to arrive in the fleet during 1998/99. 

R2 NEG later returned from Scotland, 
whence 1 and 2 became 4001 and 4002, 
the later Spectras taking Nos 4003-22. 

The majority of the batch was branded for 
Service 50, which runs between the City 
Centre and Druids Heath on the south 
side of the city. No 4001 had often been 
used during its early days on the route, I 
recall catching it one morning on the way 
to my GCSE English exam! 

As newer low floor double-deck buses 
were acquired, the Spectras started to 
migrate onto other routes, and during 
2009 the entire batch was allocated to 
Wolverhampton garage on the western 
side of the network. During their time 
at Wolverhampton they were fitted 
with electronic destination displays and 
had upgraded internal cameras fitted. 
However, by 2015 a continued influx of 
new vehicles meant time was running 
short for the Spectras, and by April 
withdrawals began, 4001 coming off the 
road in May that year. 4001 was handed 
over by Luke Gottard of National Express 
to the Museum on 14 June 2015 at Miller 
Street garage, where it had been placed 
into store following withdrawal. 

As the Museum entered a new era of 
bus preservation the Trustees were keen 
to ensure all the appropriate spares and 
tooling was acquired to help maintain it 
for future generations. National Express 
were keen to assist and 4005 (S405 
NVP) was purchased at a very reasonable 
price to provide a bed of mechanical 
spares for 4001, whilst upgrading the 
Museum’s store sheds, as the interior will 
be converted to assist with parts storage 
for the collection. A further kind act from 
National Express came when it donated 
all the Spectra spares from the books, the 


staff led by Engineering manager Alan 
Maybury at Wolverhampton Garage were 
a great support. 

RESTORATION 

In order to keep on top and maximise 
4001’s easy access potential for the visiting 
public, it was decided the bus would 
remain operational whilst restoration took 
place. A new set of tyres was acquired, 
and a tachograph was installed without 
impacting on the appearance within the 
dashboard. The rev counter was refitted, 
and Museum member Leo Coley threw 
himself into restoring the interior of the 
bus, assisted by Ray Ward. This enabled 
me to drop onto various tasks to assist 
Leo when required, as he repainted the 
seat frames and other internal fittings, 
while Ray was removing seats to get them 
re-trimmed as needed. A lot of time was 
spent replacing and cutting glass, due 
to window etching, and replacing aged 
rubber where required. I attended to 
replacing some corroded steel work in and 
around the front destination area, and 
above the entrance doors. 

A troublesome air build up issue 
necessitated a wholesale overhaul of the 
compressor, air drier and the Tour-way’ 
valve before it was solved. A number 
of wiring issues required a number of 
complete new wires feeding the offside 
rear lights. This involved many hours of my 
time. Alex Potts attended to some welding 
underneath. The bus received two good 
steam cleans and red oxide primer where 
necessary before being silver sprayed. 

Turning attentions to the outside of 
the bus, I spent some time straightening 
and repairing the bonnet, allowing it to 
fit properly, together with restoring the 
‘open’ warning switches. I removed all the 
lower skirt panels, as all required some 
considerable straightening and repairs 
— thanks to Kevin Hill for his assistance 
here. The area around the front nearside 
wheel required some straightening from 
years of speed hump abuse, a newly 
cut and shaped panel resulted once the 
surrounding area had been repaired. 

The advert panel holding strips were all 
removed and Leo painstakingly filled 
all the holes left by them. A number of 
areas around the bus required fibreglass 
repairs and minor filling where necessary, 
together with treatment around the lower- 
deck windows where aluminium corrosion 
had set in. 
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Top: Interior has been 
restored to a good standard 
by Leo Coley. 

Above: Cab complete with 
Wayfarer ticket machine. 

Right and below: Graphics 
expertly recreated and 
applied by Lee Hobson. 

All: PHILIP LAMB 




Both 4001/2 were built to lower height 
specification compared with the production 
20, aiding the roof to remain in excellent 
condition. One of the essential tasks was to 
remove the electronic destination displays. 
Mark McCorquodale kindly donated a 
destination box from a Mk2 Metrobus and 
Nick Marland, who owns TWM Mercedes 
0405N 1707, provided some blinds and 
a number box also. All the boxes were 
removed and I adapted the Metrobus box 
to fit the front of 4001 on a very hot July 
day! Lloyd Penfold fitted a number box to 
the nearside, while the rear remains work 
in progress’ at the moment. However, all 
wiring for the electronic displays remains 
in case it is decided to refit them in the 
future. 

After a successful Class 6 Test in July 
2017, 4001 was thankfully nearing the 
repaint stage. The bus was dispatched to 
Transmobile in Bloxwich for final paint 
preparation and repaint in original livery. 
Once repainted, No 4001 returned to 
Wythall for finishing off. Leo was back 
in action repainting other parts of the 
interior, together with replacing the floor 
covering in the cab; some Formica repair 
and replacement was also required. 

The intention was to get 4001 ready for 
the Museum’s event day on 8 October, but 
time started to run tight as Lee Hobson 
from Decal Central was called into to work 
on the finishing touches. This was once I 
had attended to the rubber blacking and 
paint touching in from any overspray. Lee 
performed wonders, especially the large 




vinyl on the rear of the bus, as fitted when 
new! No 4001 is restored to the 1999 era 
(hence is carrying 4001 with its special 
lettering), so all the appropriate internal 
stickers were sourced and applied by 
myself, some being from the late Ronnie 
Morgan’s collection. However, all external 
application was Lee’s handy work. This 
allowed me to apply/fit the Opt are and 
DAF badges, (although we still need a 
further DAF badge, please let us know 
if you want to part with one). Thanks to 
Andy Walcott for his assistance with the 
restoration of those! All the work came 


together, allowing a frantic final clean to 
take place inside the bus before its launch 
on the open day! 

The Transport Museum Trustees would 
like to place on record their thanks to the 
management at National Express West 
Midlands for their generosity and all the 
members who contributed to both the 
restoration of 4001 and purchase of 4005 
for spares, plus Leo’s work and dedication! 
As a result the first production low-floor 
double-decker is now restored for all 
to see . . . 




















Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 



RED, WHITE and BLUE 




Top: Wright Liberator-bodied Volvo BIOL 
1423 (P423 EJW) makes its way through 
Birmingham on a 29 to Northfield. 

Centre: Seen at the NEC in October 1997, 
Alexander Ultra-bodied Volvo BIOL 1501 
(P50I KOX), one of a small number of 
CNG-powered buses shows itself off at 
that year’s Bus & Coach show. No 1501 
was later converted to conventional 
power, ending its days as a driver trainer. 

Below left: TWM rocked the bus world 
when it purchased 100 Mercedes- 
Benz O.405N low-floor integrals for 
completion in the UK, the last survivors 
having not long since withdrawn. Here 
in 1998 No 1524 (R524 XOB) is seen on 
a I0A bound for Quinton Church. This 
example was scrapped in May 2012. 

Below: Seen in 1997 when nearly new on 
Walsall local service 302 is No 1566 
(P566 MDA) a Wright Crusader-bodied 
Volvo B6LE. 


The Optare Spectras were the first double-deck buses to wear Travel West Midlands low-floor livery introduced for single¬ 
deckers the previous livery. This pleasant red, white and blue scheme was to be seen on the streets of the West Midlands 
for more than ten years, the red being replaced by light blue in Coventry. These replacement redlwhite 
and blue/white liveries were less inspiring and are today being superseded by much more 
classic designs, but here we look back and remember the red, white and blue ... 
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Right: It’s launch day for the main batch of Optare Spectras in 
1999. Leading is No 4004 (S404 NVP) which like its sisters was 
initially allocated to Birmingham Central Garage for service 
on the busy 50 route to the now demolished Maypole 
public house. It was transferred to Wolverhampton 
garage in 2009 and withdrawn and sold 
to Ensign (dealer) in 2015. 
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Above: Please don’t touch! Plaxton President-bodied Volvo B7L No 4028 (V428 MOA) was exhibited at the NEC in 1998. It was one 
98 such buses to see service in the West Midlands, being transferred to National Express Dundee in May 2015. 
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NIGEL APPLEFORD looks at 
4mm scale models of Leyland 
Royal Tiger coaches this month. 


The Leyland Royal Tiger was a heavyweight 
underfloor-engined bus and coach chassis 
manufactured between 1950 and 1956. 

It sold well in the United Kingdom and 
overseas from launch, using the same 
mechanical units as the integral Leyland- 
MC W Olympic but with a substantial steel 
ladder-frame chassis. This was generally 
straight in elevation and allowed operators 
to specify separate bodywork of their 
choice with the passenger floor about 3ft 
above the road surface. 

A flexibly-mounted 9.8litre Leyland 
0.600 engine was horizontally-mounted in 
the middle of the chassis, driving through a 
unit-mounted single-plate clutch and four- 
speed synchromesh gearbox to a spiral- 
bevel rear axle. Steering was unassisted 
Maries cam and double roller, with all 
component assemblies (save for some 
special export orders) built by Leyland and 
well-proven from previous use in the Tiger 


The overseas Royal Tiger OPSU3 was 
available in the same widths but to 30ft, 
33ft and 35ft 6ins lengths. 

DUPLE AND LEYLAND-BODIED 
PSUI COACHES 

Although many builders offered bus or 
coach bodies for the Royal Tiger, we will 
concentrate on two: the Roadmaster by 
Duple and Leyland’s own coach body. 

The Duple Roadmaster was developed 
to take advantage of the new ranges of 
underfloor mid-engined chassis, which 
offered alternatives to the traditional half¬ 
cab front-engine products when introduced 
in the early-1950s. The front entrance 
Roadmaster exhibited some American 
influence in its general body shape, high 
waistband and small side windows. It was 
not particularly popular as a coach, with 

Top: LOE 900 was one of two Duple 
Roadmaster-bodied Royal Tiger coaches 
supplied to Jacksons of Castle Bromwich in 
1951. Both were later sold to South Notts 
Bus Company in 1957. This is former South 
Notts No 63 after sale in the late-1970s. It 
believed to have been scrapped. 

Above: Southdown all-Leyland Royal Tiger 
coach 1640 (LUF 640) is presumed seen 
in London awaiting a return to Hayling 
Island. It was new in 1952 and passed to 
Mexborough & Swinton (No 105) in 1964. 
It was withdrawn in 1967. 

Both: NIGEL APPLEFORD COLLECTION 


PS2 and/or Olympic models. 

The last Royal Tigers were completed in 
1956, by which time 6,500 had been built. 
It was supplanted in the home market 
by the lighter Tiger Cub, which was in 
series production by 1953 and rapidly 
overtook the Royal Tiger in operator 
popularity. Export markets demanded 
more ruggedness and power, for which the 


Worldmaster was introduced in 1954. 

The home market Royal Tiger PSUI was 
built to the 30ft length that became legal 
during 1950 with 7ft 6ins and 8ft widths 
available - coaches were generally built 
on the 7ft 6ins wide PSU1/11 or 8ft wide 
PSU1/15 chassis, both with vacuum brakes, 
a higher final-drive ratio and an optional 
drop-frame extension aft of the rear axle. 


FLEETLIST 

MECCANO DINKY TOYS APPROX. 4mm 1:76 SCALE 



Duple Roadmaster Coach 



Ref 

Identity 

Released 

Notes 

29h 

Dark blue with light blue hubs and silver coachlines 

Red with red hubs and silver coachlines 

1952-54 

UK issues 


Cream and green with cream hubs 


USA issue 

282 

Yellow with red hubs and red coachlines 

Blue with blue hubs and silver coachlines 

Dark blue with blue hubs and silver coachlines 

Red with red hubs and silver coachlines 

1954-60 

UK issues 


Cream and green with red hubs 

Cream and green with cream hubs 

Cream and green with light green hubs 


USA issues 

OXFORD DIECAST 4mm 1:76 SCALE 



Duple Roadmaster 



76DR00I 

Belle Vue Coaches LOE 300 

Apr 2016 


76DR002 

South Notts Bus Company LOE 900 

Aug 2016 


76DR003 

Wye Valley Motors HVJ 733 

May 2017 


76DR004 

Bamber Bridge Motor Services 5 (DRN 357) 

Aug 2017 


76DR005 

Ribble 1059 (EFV 150) 

n/a 

Future release 

Leyland Royal Tiger 



76LRT00I 

Ribble 800 (DRN 722) 

Oct 2013 


76LRT002 

Southdown 1640 (LUF 640) 

Jun 2013 


76LRT002A 

Southdown 1640 (LUF 640) 

Sep 2014 

Revised front 

76LRT003 

W. Alexander & Son (Northern) NPC33 (DWG 529) 

Jan 2014 


76LRT004 

Maidstone & District C0278 (OKO 22) 

Oct 2014 


76LRT005 

Cumberland 347 (MAO 105) 

Nov 2014 


76LRT006 

Lough Swilly 101 (ECK 159) 

Oct 2015 


76LRT007 

North Western 603 (FDB 603) 

Dec 2015 


76LRT008 

Standerwick 126 (EFV 617) 

Aug 2016 


76SET38 

Southdown 1620 (LUF 620) 

Mar 2015 

Centenary Set with 

Weymann Fanfare Leyland coach 
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Above: It may look crude by today’s standards but this Dinky Toy 
Duple Roadmaster was dimensionally close to 4mm scale. Many 
thousands were cast, and prices can vary. This one has had the 
top half overpainted by a previous owner. 

Below: It may look crude by today’s standards but this Dinky Toy 
Duple Roadmaster was dimensionally close to 4mm scale. Many 
thousands were cast, and prices can vary. This one has had the 
top half overpainted by a previous owner. 




Above: First release of the Oxford Diecast Duple Roadmaster was 
of LOE 300 in its current Belle Vue Coaches of Manchester livery. 
One of a pair new to Jacksons of West Bromwich in 1951, it was 
sold to South Notts of Gotham. After use by Gotham branch of 
the Royal British Legion it was sold for a restoration which was 
never completed. In 2011 it was donated to K & R Walsh who 
carried out a full restoration and painted the vehicle in the 1950s 
Belle Vue livery. The Leyland badge is offset as the spare wheel is 
carried under the windscreen behind side-hinged doors. 




Above: Independent operator Wye Valley Motors purchased 
HVJ 733 in 1951. As a PSUI /11 it was 7ft 6ins wide, so a little 
compromise proved necessary. 

Left: DRN 357 is in the livery of Lancashire independent 
operator Bamber Bridge Motor Services which acquired it from 
Scout Motor Services. The silver waistband is unusually ragged 
otherwise the complicated livery is well executed. 

Below: A model of car 1620 (LUF 620) was part of a Centenary 
Set and carries a slipboard and roofboards for the South Coast 
Express service while car 1640 (LUF 640) carries roofboards 
advertising private hire but is on an express service to Hayling. 



around 20 built on Royal Tiger chassis. A 
bus body based on the Roadmaster fared 
better, although many were built on other 
chassis such as the Guy Arab LUF. 

Leyland’s own coach body attracted far 
more orders on Royal Tiger chassis than the 
Roadmaster. PSU1/15-based demonstrator 
MTD 235 was built for the 1950 Earls Court 
Commercial Motor Show and later passed 
to Pennine Motor Services of Gargrave. It is 
still extant although not restored. 

The Leyland body had a ‘lantern’ 
windscreen design and a centre entrance, 
the latter quite common on coach bodies 
of the early-1950s. Leyland ceased its 
bodybuilding activities in 1954. 

MODELS 

The Meccano Dinky Duple Roadmaster 

was a strange but brave model for 
Meccano to introduce in 1952, given the 


prototype’s limited UK sales. It was a 
toy - not a scale model - with several cast 
until 1960 with a separate range of colours 
produced for the American market. 

Construction is a one-piece cast body 
with pressed metal chassis held together by 
rivets, with metal axles/wheels and rubber 
tyres. There is no glazing or interior. It is 
pretty much to 1:76 scale and many have 
been transformed into quite competent 
models. Today they may be easily found 


for £2 upwards at fairs and rallies. 

The Oxford Diecast Duple 
Roadmaster was introduced in April 2016 
and has proved a popular member of this 
range. At first glance it certainly captures 
the look of the 8ft width PSU1/15 variant. 
Construction follows standard Oxford 
single-deck methods: a cast bottom half 
with a transparent plastic top half masked 
and over-sprayed in the required livery. 
This produces an excellent finish complete 
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with very flush glazing and printed-on 
rubber gaskets. 

There are unfortunately a couple of 
downsides to this method: the top can 
appear translucent when seen in certain 
lighting conditions and re-liverying a model 
requires all windows to be carefully masked. 
The body is held together by two Phillips 
screws and removing these allows the top to 
be unclipped and the interior removed. 

The joins are extremely neat with no 
gaps evident. The interiors have single¬ 
coloured seats with a black steering wheel, 
although it must be observed the driver’s 
seat and steering wheel are far too low and 
a model driver would not be able to see 
out of the windscreen! 


Right: Ribble and its subsidiaries were also 
major Royal Tiger customers. Models 
of Ribble and Standerwick have so far 
appeared, the livery being identical bar 
fleetnames and numbers. The details of 
Ribble 800 (DRN 722) and Standerwick 
126 (EFV 617) extend to destinations on 
the wind deflectors over the side windows. 


Below: Alexander’s liveries are most 
attractive as illustrated by Alexander 
(Northern) NPC33 (DWG 529). 


Wheels are plastic with rubber tyres, 
windscreen wipers are moulded on and 
picked out in paint but, in common with 
all Oxford models, no exterior mirrors are 
fitted. Standards of finish and decals are, 
with one exception, excellent; the exception 
is a ragged silver waistband on the Bamber 
Bridge model. The chassis is metal with 
basic axle and exhaust detail. It is a 
splendid model for which several further 
livery variations could be issued, especially 
if the modelled 8ft width is ignored. 

The Oxford Diecast All-Leyland 
Royal Tiger was introduced in October 
2013 and again proved popular in most 
releases. It certainly captures the look of 
the prototype; the lantern windscreen is 


very well captured and there are three 
different lower front castings as per each 
prototype modelled. 

The model is constructed in the same 
way as the Roadmaster although the 
plastic to metal join is below the windows, 
but again with no visible gaps. Decoration 
and decals are excellent, even down 
to legible destinations above the side 
windows on the Ribble and Standerwick 
models. The interior does allow the model 
driver to see forward. 

One wonders how many livery variations 
can be produced, especially if compromises 
are made (the model is a scale 7ft 6ins 
width) as we have seen from EFE and 
Corgi. There could be more to come. 





Above: Another southern customer for the all-Leyland Royal 
Tiger was Maidstone & District. This model of C0278 (OKO 22) 
correctly features the rearward location of its nearside fleetname 
to prevent its covering by an open centre-entrance door. 

Left: In contrast to the angular windscreen, the rear was quite 
rounded as seen on Cumberland Motor Services 347 (MAO 105). 

Below left: The Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Company 
ceased rail services in 1953 but operated buses until the 
company’s 2014 demise. The full-size No 101 (ECK 159) was new 
to Ribble in 1952 as its No 879 and was scrapped circa 2011/12. 

Below: North Western Road Car’s dual-purpose red and cream 
livery is worn by 603 (FDB 603) on an express service to London. 
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107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 



BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




Hr- ]] 





EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 
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NICK LARKIN looks back at the 1964 Coronation Street coaching scene and Cleveland 
Transit - via Milton Keynes and a curious London Travelcard promotional vehicle. 


CORONATION 

COACHES 

Coronation Street fans will 
spill their Lancashire Hotpot 
in shock. I dropped into the 
shop at or, to be more precise, 
above Speedwell Cavern while 
reporting on a classic car tour 
of Derbyshire for another 
publication. 

The attraction itself is 
a vast underground space 
reached by a canal boat after 
a 106-step trek down to what 


must be nigh on close to 
the centre of the earth. But 
for omnibus enthusiasts this 
subterranean treat surely falls 
into insignificance compared to 
a fascinating display of photos, 
one of which is reproduced 
here by kind permission. 

These recall a 1964 visit to 
Speedwell Cavern by no less 
a gaggle of megastars than 
the Coronation Street cast, 
including Elsie Tanner, Len 
Fairclough, Albert Tatlock 


and Minnie Caldwell. Their 
transport? A I960 Plaxton 
Consort IV-bodied Bedford 
SB3 from Holt of Rusholme! 
This episode must be in the 
Granada TV archives as the 
whole Coronation Street 
production survives. 

Holt was again approached 
for a coach in 1969, when 
it was presumably cast 
contract renegotiation time, 
as a Bedford VAL70 with 
Plaxton bodywork was hired 


for a crash scene. Its front 
windscreens were definitely 
harmed in the programme’s 
making but LXJ 547G was 
otherwise not seriously 
injured. 

Holt of Rusholme’s Plaxton- 
bodied Bedford SB3 4200 NA 
appears to have hogged the 
limelight - maybe 
it was the best actor! 
SPEEDWELL CAVERN 
COLLECTION 



SPEEOWa 

CAVERN 1 


ROUTEMASTER WALL ART 

We are celebrating 20 years of this very magazine in a 
nostalgic, look back, oh dear aren’t we all getting ancient 
now, mode. We featured earlier the changing fortunes 
of two Routemasters which appeared in a 1998 issue; 
RM597 is now in the hands of Dawsongroup (formerly 
Dawsonrentals) Managing Director Paul Sainthouse. 

We visited Paul at his office and found a fine piece of 
wall art featuring a Routemaster grille and apparently 
much of the workings behind it. But how was this done? 

‘It is a fully-restored original RML grille that was 
assembled over a period as parts became available,’ 
explains Paul. ‘We then removed the grille from RM597, 
photographed its engine and radiator before printing the 
image onto foam board. This was fixed to the wall and 
the grille hung over the top - simples!’ 

The grille apparently attracts a lot of attention from 
visitors, even those whose only interest is acquiring a 
fleet of Mercedes-Benz sprinters. 



Paul Sainthouse’s unique RM wall art attracts much attention. NICK LARKIN 
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ARRIVA WORSHIP IN MK? 

1998 also saw the rolling out of Arriva’s 
corporate hues after Cowie Group’s late- 
1997 rebranding. 

Who cared about the axing of so many 
historic operator’s identities in one foul 
stroke when we were treated to such a 
magnificent torrent of turquoise? Nowadays 



this identity is as much known and loved as 
the Union Flag - or at least you may think so 
when visiting Milton Keynes. 

Not only does a massive Arriva omnibus 
picture proudly occupy almost an entire wall 
of a local Burger King, but there also appears 
to be an Arriva shrine in the City centre 
with a happy world of Arriva rainbows, an 


Arriva bus, daffodils and a kite flying child 
emblazoned on the outside. Yikes! 

Remember the heady days of 1998 when 
a visit to Milton Keynes would net some 
interesting relics for our ‘Still in Service’ 
section? The nearest candidate we saw in 
2018 visit was an 02-registered vehicle in the 
original incarnation of Arriva colours! 






OFF TRACK? 

I have always found this bus/tram/tube conversion 
of a London Transport DMS double-decker utterly 
fascinating. Created in 1991 for a London Travelcard 
promotion and thankfully still with us, THM 5I5M is 
a happy member of the London Bus Company fleet. 

This creation spawned much interest when it 
appeared at the recent London Classic Car Boot 
sale held near King’s Cross. Maybe because it was 
so near the station, we did notice several people 
with jaws dropping in shock when they chanced 
upon THM 5I5M from the rear. It did almost look 
as if the 12.23 to Hertford North had mysteriously 
left the tracks and made a bid for freedom. Well 
done everyone who has enabled this fine machine 
to survive. 


July 2018 


61 





























TEESSIDE TRIBUTE 

We could not let the 50th anniversary of 
Teesside Municipal Transport (TMT) pass 
without an ‘Off Route’ tribute. 

TMT was formed on I April 1968 as an 
amalgamation of Stockton and Middlesbrough 
Corporations plus the Tees-side Railless 
Traction Board (TRTB). A turquoise livery was 
originally used but this was replaced with new 
green and yellow colours and a name change 
to Cleveland Transit on I April 1974-this is 
now the Stagecoach in Teesside operation. 

TMT operated the former TRTB 
trolleybuses until 1971 as the penultimate 
UK trolleybus operator - just Bradford was 
left - and one of these was a particularly fine 
surprise at the 50th anniversary rally. TRTB 
No II (VRD 186)-later TMT T291, a 1961 
Burlingham-bodied Sunbeam F4A new to 
Reading Corporation as its No 186, was on 
route from the East Anglia Transport Museum 
to a new life at Beamish. 

Jeff Tattersall, who kindly provided us with 
this picture, dug into his archive and found 
a further image of the same trolleybus, as 
TMT T29I, with preserved Daimler Fleetline 
L544 on the delightfully named Puddlers 
Road, South Bank, during the 1991 event 
commemorating 20 years since Teesside’s last 
trolleybus. Also photographed at this event 
was TRTB No 5, GAJ 15, a 1950 Sunbeam 
F4 with 1965 Roe bodywork, running on 
batteries. 

Admits Jeff: ‘It is scary to think that was 
27 years ago. I was only 12 at the time and 
took the pictures using my mam’s old Kodak 
Instamatic 126 camera!’ 

Pictures: JEFF TATTERSALL 


HELLO SAILOR! 

David Hunter, vice-chairman of the 
excellent 500 Group which has done so 
much to preserve Teesside’s local transport 
history, has in his collection tickets issued 
to crews of visiting ships for free travel 
on Cleveland Transit buses. One side 
offers crew members a warm welcome 
from the ‘Mayor, Council and Citizens of 
Middlesbrough, County Cleveland.’ 

Explains David: ‘When visiting naval 
ships made official visits to Middlesbrough, 
the crews were issued with these passes 
by Middlesbrough Council as an act of 
hospitality. The grey ticket was issued to 
the crew of a French naval vessel on 20 
April 1978, and the yellow one to HMS 
Marlborough by employee-owned Cleveland 
Transit Ltd in November 1993. 

Did any other operators (Portsmouth or 
Plymouth maybe?) issue similar tickets? 


Welcome 

TO THE OFFICERS ANP MEN OF 

F.N.S. REQU1N 

Irtm 

THE MAVQft. COUNCIL 1 CITIZENS 

04 

MIDOLESanOuaH 
COUNTY CLEVELAND 


'TVetcovKe 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN Of 

H.M.S. MARLBOROUGH 

THE MAYOR COUNCIL * CITIZENS 
of 

MIDDLESBROUGH 

COUNTY CLEVELAND 


Th» tMW of tM 
is uttithd to 

FREE 
TRAVEL 

AT ALL TIMES ON 

CLEVELAND TRANSIT 

MtwMn 20» April and AprH, 1978 


TpJlIiClT TNIHiWMiiiPpii 
ifyyHL j, isontirtodto 

FREE TRAVEL 

AT ALL TIMES ON 

CLEVELAND TRANSIT 

twtwean fttft *rt 4 JJi'fl 1 , 3*3 




Main picture: The pre-Stagecoach Cleveland Transit is arguably best remembered for its fleet of bus-seated, coach-bodied Leyland 
Leopards (many of which adopted the names of local schools), a batch of Northern Counties-bodied Bristol VRs and its numerous 
Northern Counties-bodied Daimler and Leyland Fleetlines. Sadly none of the fine later Fleetlines are preserved. NICK LARKIN 
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ilOOH* 


1986 Leyland Royal Tiger Doyen. 

DETAILS: The last one built, and renovated by Roadliner some years ago. Good external 

condition and retrimmed interior in Green and black moquette with grey leather 
trim. Drives superbly. Recently had Class 6 MoT, but will sell with new Class 5 MOT. 
£3,750 with Class 5 MOT, or negotiable with no MOT. 


CONTACT: Please call or Text Graham 07932 163025 email graham 1011 @live.co.uk. 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


Ten 24-volt wiper motors numbered 2101-10. Phone Mr K. Bott 
(South Yorkshire Transport Museum) on 01709 364950 between 18.00 
and 21.00. 

Do you need 1930s Moquette? A group of preservationists are 
joining together to order moquette typically used by Maidstone & 
District and others in the 1930s based on the Holdsworth’s pattern 
BDCD 7871, sometimes called ‘I930”s geometric’,. We need to meet 
a minimum order requirement and those who join us at the time of 
ordering can take advantage of purchasing at cost price. If you are 
interested in further details, please contact Paul Baker on pr.baker@ 
btconnect.com 


1970 Daimler Fleetline CRG6LX-30/Northern Counties. New 

to Southdown. Believed to be sole survivor. Class 6 MoT due April 
2018. For further details contact Nick Pope, Tel: 07860 902500 or 
e-mail: harvestlm@btconnect.com. Vehicle located near Horsham, 
West Sussex. 


Bristol FS5G 1117 PW Chassis No 178007 Year of Manufacture 
of Chassis or first registration 1961. Gardner Engine.20,OOOeuros. 
jo.alen@hotmail.com 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Mercedes Benz 508D/608D with Robin Hood/ Plaxton Mini 
Supreme body. Must be in good sound condition, with current MoT. 
Please call with any details: 07896 262655. 

Dominant II or Supreme-bodied coach wanted for preservation. 
South Wales connection would be nice but anything considered. Call 
stuart 01874 622243 08.00-18.00 only 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 


Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 

RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 



Red marble rubber flooring. I am trying to source a minimum length 
of 7 metres of red marble rubber flooring (foam backed) for the aisle 
for my Bedford Val that I am restoring. Any info on where I could get 
a length would be appreciated, hopefully I have uploaded an image of 
what I require. My mobile number is 07980467623 
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Gearbox cover for a 1947/8 Leyland PS I with a Weymann body. 
Plain/Weyman /MCW. If you can help please phone 01142 438618 and 
ask for Mr H. Griffiths. 

Wallace Arnold Drivers Instruction Manual for BIOM/Van 
Hool 1994 (L9II NWN). Photocopy is ok. Built to WA spec, not 
Van Hool, so any info is appreciated. Contact Pete Tomlinson, 01684 
299133/07979 033392 / tommosaecl972@outlook.com 


Destination blind for Gash Daimler DD2. Call Mike Gallagher (LVVS 
Lincoln) on 01522 722705 / 07776 041076. E-mail: mdg2l3l@gmail.com 



STORAGE/WORKSHOP FACILITIES 


Available in Kent between M25 junctions 5 & 6 plus direct access 
from A25. Water, lighting and electricity included. Secure site and 
compound. Choice of outdoor and inside accommodation. For details: 
stuboxall@gmail.com 


Own any of these? 



Based in East Lancashire 
Town & District Transport Trust 
May be able to help with storage... 


Fill out the online form at: www.tdtt.co.uk/storaqe 
E-Mail us: info@tdtt.co.uk 
Or follow us on Facebook and drop us a message 

Towns district 

Transport Trust Ltd 




RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail markl969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


LET US SELL 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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H istoric vehicle 

RESTORATION Jjj 



We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 

WWW.HISTORICVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 

We have a large stock of engine spares for AEC & Leyland engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 

Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 



WWW. 

Morok 

>— Engineering —■ 

.co.uk 


HEAVY RECOVERY, MOVEMENTS 
AND SALVAGE OF BUSES, 
COACHES AND ALL COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES NATIONWIDE 



^01293 772202 ^ 


FAMILY FIRM, ESTABLISHED 1900 

e-mail: darren@clarkmotorengineering.co.uk 

www.clarkmotorengineering.co.uk 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Provincial Bus & Tram album. 

hardback book plus dust cover, author 
J. Joyce, pub. 1971,128 clean pages, great 
b/w photos, £4.50. vgc. 07399 359072. 

Midlands Buses 1950-1969. A 

F.Porter,great b/w photos, clean pages, vgc 
£4.75 rare book 07399 359072. 

LOTS (London Omnibus Traction 
Society) monthly magazines August 
1979-December 1988/January 1993 
to current. Collect from Hertford. 

Offers - Graham 07973 272659 or 
email chickenmaxl @ntlworld.com 

Buses’ magazines December 
1976-current. (1993-2017 are in blue 
‘Buses’ binders. April 1992 copy is missing. 

Storage space required. Collect from 
Hertford. Offers - Graham 07973 272659 
or email chickenmaxl @ ntlworld.com 

Books Magazines and DVDs call Derek 
01322 224240 or email Derek.higgs28@ 
gmail.com 

Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please email 
stephenmalkinsonl957@gmail.com 

Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962-1967. Buses 
Extra June 1986-to September 1992 Classic Bus October 1992 to July 
2016 Preserved Bus Spring 1998—April 2001, Bus & Coach May 1998— 
December 2016 Buses January 1966 to December 2016. Contact Mrs 
Rolley 01296 730446 or email wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 




Midlands Ruses 

1950-1969 


A.F, Porter 
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MODELS FOR SALE 




Available from WHSmith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at f 

www.keypublishing.corri/shop f i 

'July issue available 21 June % 


Victoria Coach Station. The Original Omnibus Co 1:76 scale card 
kit. Intact and unused in original box. Offers to: PAN28596@gmail.com. 


Silver Routemaster RM 664 route 285 Daily Express adverts. 

Also Silver Routemaster SRM 25 route I Woolworth adverts. Call Peter 
on 01257 251540 after 19.00. Both are in mint condition and boxed. 


SIMMONS 

TRUCK & BUS 

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF 
DIECAST MODEL BUS AND TRUCKS 


COLLECTION WANTED 
OF BUSES & TRUCKS 

(CASH PAID ON COLLECTION) 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF MODELS IN OUR EBAY SHOP 


stores.ebay.co.uk/SIMMONS-TRUCK-AND-BUS 



WHERE WE HAVE OVER 
800 ITEMS FOR SALE 


NEW 

from 

BOWDEN PUBLISHING 



London Transport 
Country Area Garages 

A4 Hardback 183 pages 

A profusely illustrated survey of all the bus 
garages operated by London Transport 
Country Area from 1933 to 
1969. 

All long serving garages 
incorporate a map of their location. 

£35.00 inc P&P 


Leyland Atlantean Odyssey 

A5 Softback 44 pages 

A world-wide pictorial review of the Leyland 
Atlantean since it’s 
introduction 60 years ago. 

£8.00 inc P&P 



Available from Bowden Publishing: 

21 Forde Avenue Bromley BRI 3EU 
Please make cheques payable to Bowden Publishing 


Tel: 07900 900422 

E-mail: annies@live.co.uk 


MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


Buy any 

1 (® “fe 

a nywh ere 

in the UK and 
ma "- com w\n collect 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call: 024 7661 6930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


EVENTS 


Quality slide or photo collections purchased for cash: best 
prices paid. Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 or e-mail: presbusps2@ 
btinternet.com 

Photos of Birmingham City Buses from 1960s (fleet numbers 
between 1481-3227). B/w or colour. Contact Keith: currkei@aol.com 

Observation coaches & Half-deckers. Author seeks photos of 
British-built observation coaches, including Whitson, Park Royal-bodied 
Commandos, and pre-war examples by Beadle, London Lorries, etc. 

Also seeking Crellin-Duplex half-deckers as built by Lines Trailer and 
Mann Egerton 1949-53. With original or later owners and non-PSV. Free 
copy of completed book for contributors of two or more published 
images. Neville Mercer, 16 Cheviot Close, Astley Bridge, BOLTON BLI 
7BW. Tel: 07434 066838, E-mail neville.mercer@googlemail.com 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SUNDAY 3 JUNE 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. Bridgeton Bus 
Garage, Broad Street, Glasgow. 11.00-16.00. Free bus service between 
garage & city centre. Admission £5, child/OAP £3, family £12. Details: 
Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust (Scottish Charity No. SC034066), 76 
Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org or www.gvvt.org 


Dewsbury 1918-28. Photographs & information wanted and on buses 
around Dewsbury 1918-28. Tel: 01516 450545(pm). 



Leyland large script body badge, unused old stock, a few storage 
marks, good fixings and no damage. £45 including P&P. I have others, 
pictures via email; Van Hool original bus/coach body badge in nice used 
condition. £25 including P&P; Leyland Tiger key ring, £28 including 
p&p, choice of 3, tan or black backing, genuine chrome and enamel, also 
lapel badge to match £30; Genuine Leyland drivers coat badges. 
Chrome & Enamel Leyland script £20. Shield with script in chrome 
and yellow enamel £20. Vanhool £10. Bedford drivers club £20. Large 
Leyland Diesel engine badge, shield with wings, fixings on rear and in 
good condition, £45. All include P&P. Many others. Alan 01872 575140 

Original Bus & Coach body badges. Ideal for preservation project 
or wall decoration. Bedford, Duple, Jonckheere, Harrington, Plaxton: 
£20 each + P&P. Panorama II block chrome letters: £35 + P&P. Others 
available. Original Leyland Tiger driver’s lapel badge in good condition: 
£28 including P&P. Original Leyland shield driver’s coat badge in very 
good condition: £30 including P&P. Also, original Leyland driver’s coat 
badge in very good condition: £20 including P&P. Pictures via e-mail. 
Contact Alan, Tel: 01872 575140 or E-mail: alcornwall@btinternet.com. 

Bus/Coach body badge for a Jonckheere in nice condition. £20 
including P&P. I have others for sale, pictures via email. Alan 01872 
575140. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS WANTED 


Lapel Badges. Seeking to buy lapel or pin badges for: MCW, Metro- 
Cammell or Metrobus, Optare, Wright Bus, Ailsa (pre-Volvo) and 
British United Traction. E-mail: ian@ihmsl.com Tel: 07855 324562. 


Thames Valley & Reading Vintage Bus Running Day. 50th 
anniversary of last Reading trolleybuses with vintage bus services from 
Reading Station on former Thames Valley and Reading Corporation 
routes. Details: Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust, 

Ledger Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 2NR, 
enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 

HCVS Tyne-Tees Run. Details: www.hcvs.co.uk 

NWVRT Annual Running and Open Day. Unit 2, Charley Wood 
Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate, Kirkby, Liverpool L33 7SG. Network of 
free services. Timetable & guide will be available. Stands and refreshments 
inside main building. Call: 07753 248053 orwww.nwvrt.co.uk 

LT Country Bus Rally, Hertford. Details (SAE please): Country Bus 
Rallies, 19 Hampton Way, East Grinstead RHI9 4SG. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 9/10 JUNE 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Manchester 
Histories Festival. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 
Providing an opportunity to learn, explore, discover and interpret 
histories. Free heritage bus service between Museum & Manchester 
Town Hall (Albert Square) 10.00-16.30. Admission £4, concessions £3, 
accompanied U16/disabled free. Details: 0161 205 2122 (Wed/Sat/Sun 
10.00-17.00), email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 9/10 JUNE 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Manchester 
Histories Festival. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 
Providing an opportunity to learn, explore, discover and interpret 
histories. Free heritage bus service between Museum & Manchester 
Town Hall (Albert Square) 10.00-16.30. Admission £4, concessions £3, 
accompanied U16/disabled free. Details: 0161 205 2122 (Wed/Sat/Sun 
10.00-17.00), email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 


SUNDAY 10 JUNE 

Barry Festival of Transport. Barry Island. Park & ride service to 
the Barry Bus Depot for stalls and catering. Buses to Barry Island, Vale 
of Glamorgan coach tours & Barry open-top tours. Details: info@ctpg. 
co.uk, www.ctpg.co.uk/ or Facebook 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day. Including Model 
Transport Exhibition. Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham 
S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free hourly shuttle from 
Rotherham Interchange (Stand Cl) 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, 
concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. Details: 07852 298082, 
info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 


WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE 

National Tramway Museum Horse Tram Day. Sheffield Horse 
Tram 15 in service on The Street. 10.00-17.30. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17, senior £13, child 
4-15 £10, family (2A+3C) £40, less-abled adult/senior £10.50, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7. Additional £1 per person fare for horse tram rides. 
Details: 01773 854321, enquiry@tramway.co.uk or www.tramway.co.uk 
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY 15-17 JUNE 

Royal Blue & Associated Motorways Run. Home Counties to 
the West Country. Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust. 
Details: TV&GWOT, Ledger Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, 
Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2NR, 07990 505373, enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk 
or www.tvagwot.org.uk 


SATURDAY 16 JUNE 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Trolleyday. Sandtoft, nr 
Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 16/17 JUNE 

Clwyd Veteran and Vintage Machinery Society Ltd Annual 
Vintage Vehicle, Steam Rally & Craft Fair at Oswestry 
Showground, SYII 4TB. Open 10.00 both days. Admission £7, 
child £4 (Under 16s - must be accompanied by adult), family (2 Adults 
plus 2 Children) £15. Craft & model halls, steam & miniature engines, 
vintage tractors, horticultural & garden machinery, commercial & 
military vehicles, collections & outdoor displays, vintage & veteran 
cars, caravans, motorcycles & pedal cycles, organs, heavy horses, ring & 
static events. Weekend camping available. Trade or general enquiries: 
Bernie Morris, 01978 762889, 07545 092072 or lbernie.morris@gmail. 
com. Exhibitor enquiries: Joan Evans, 01244 544124, 07976 872520 or 
joan.glyn@talktalk.net. Visitor camping: Dave Kelly 07850 377677. 
Website: cvvms.co.uk 


SUNDAY 17 JUNE 

The Transport Museum Wythall. Fathers* Day Out. 10.30-17.00 
(last admission 16.30). Chance for Dads to enjoy big boys’ toys! Classic 
bus & miniature steam railway rides. Admission £7, child £3.50. Family 
tickets available. Admission & all-day bus riding ticket £12, child £6. 
Details: The Transport Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX, 01564 
826471, enquiries@wythall.org.uk or www.wythall.org.uk 


UNLUCKY mME 


13TH PEAK PARK 

PRESERVED BUS GATHERING 

Sunday 17 th June 2018 


Large display on both sides of the track | Judging of fully restored buses 
Frequent preserved bus services in the National Park 
including Bakewell and Matlock | Sales stalls and refreshments 
Steam train rides connecting with preserved buses at all stations 



Peak Park Preserved Bus Gathering. Rowsley South Station, 

Peak Heritage Railway (on A6 midway between Bakewell and Matlock, 
Derbyshire), 09.30-17.00. All preserved buses welcome. Large stall 
area. Frequent bus services through Peak District, connections with 
Peak Rail’s steam trains. Details: www.peakparkrally.wordpress.com 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Vintage Horticultural Garden 
Machinery. A day dedicated to RS&J machinery with displays and 
commentary by volunteers. 11.00-16.00. Admission £5.50, child 
£3.50, concessions £5, Family £16. Ipswich Transport Museum, 

Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 

01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

National Tramway Museum Horse Tram Day. Sheffield Horse 
Tram 15 in service on The Street. 10.00-17.30. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17, senior £13, child 
4-15 £10, family (2A+3C) £40, less-abled adult/senior £10.50, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7. Additional £1 per person fare for horse tram rides. 
Details: 01773 854321, enquiry@tramway.co.uk or www.tramway.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum Father’s Day Event. Free entry for 
dads.10.30-16.30. Free bus rides at 11.30 & 14.30. Station Yard, Long 
Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Trolleyday & East 
Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club Rally. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. 
Details: 01724 711391 or www.sandtoft.org.uk 


FRIDAY 22 - SATURDAY 23 JUNE 

London Transport Museum. Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. All tours approximately two hours. 
Tickets must be pre-booked online or via Ticket Office on 0207 565 
7298 (10.00-17.30 daily) UI6s must be accompanied by adult. Details: 
www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 23 JUNE 

National Express West Midlands Acocks Green Garage 
Open Day. 1000-1500. Stalls, bus rides, etc. Details: andy.walcott@ 
nationalexpress.com 

Ipswich Transport Museum Transport & Model Festival. Visit 
three great attractions on one ticket - the Transport Museum, Ipswich 
Railway Modellers Association HQ and the Ipswich Model Engineering 
Society. 10.00-16.30. Free bus service links the sites and Scograil Model 
Railways. Inclusive all-attraction entry ticket £9.50 (accompanied 
children £1) Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum. 
co.uk 


SUNDAY 24 JUNE 

West End Festival Vintage Bus Service. Free vintage bus services 
in the west end of Glasgow to and from Riverside Museum (the 
Museum of Transport). Details: info@gvvt.org or www.gvvt.org 

Brooklands. On the Buses. Vehicle displays & free local bus 
rides. Horse bus rides and longer excursions for additional fare. 

Family entertainment including Punch & Judy and balloon modelling. 
Celebrating 60 years of the first production Routemasters and 50 
years of RML2760. Admission £13.50, concessions £11.50, child £7, 
family £35, or buy in advance & pay 2017 prices. LBM/BMT members 
free (join on the day & get free entry). Includes free entry to most 
attractions in Brooklands Museum. Free parking at Museum (postcode 
for The Heights car park KTI3 OXP). Details: London Bus Preservation 
Trust Ltd, Brooklands Road, Weybridge KTI3 OQS, 01932 837994, 
londonbusmuseum@btinternet.com or www.londonbusmuseum.com 

Essex Bus Rally, Barleylands Farm Park, Billericay, Essex CM 11 2UD. 
10.00-16.00. Admission £3, children free. Free parking and free bus 
rides. For further details: contact@essexbusrally.com or visit: 
www.essexbusrally.com 
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SATURDAY 30 JUNE 

Watford Village, Northants. Classic Car Extravaganza. 

Watford Green, Watford Village, Northants NN6 7UY. 11.00-16.00. 
Vintage vehicles, church & village trail, licensed bar & catering, trade 
stands & displays plus fun dog show. In aid of St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church. Details: watfordvillageclassic@gmail.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 30 JUNE/I JULY 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Huddersfield 50 
Weekend Trolley days. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 
or www.sandtoft.org.uk 

North Norfolk Railway Vintage Transport Festival. Holt Station 
NR25 6AJ. Vintage bus rally (Saturday) & vintage transport festival 
(Sunday). Details: bus@johnrstewart.co.uk 


SUNDAY I JULY 

Eastbourne Vintage Bus Running Day. Country Bus Rallies and 
Eastbourne Classic Bus. Free services from railway station along seafront 
and through Meads, to Pevensey Bay, Bexhill, Polegate, Hailsham, Beachy 
Head & Birling Gap. Details: Steven Wood, 97 Fordwich Rise, Hertford 
SGI4 2DF, 07730 162605 or steven.wood@clara.co.uk. Programmes: 
£7.50 Country Bus Rallies, 19 Hampton Way, East Grinstead, RHI9 4SG 
(A5 SAE please) from one month in advance, £8 on day 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. Bridgeton Bus 
Garage, Broad Street, Glasgow. 11.00-16.00. Free bus service between 
garage & city centre. Admission £5, child/OAP £3, family £12. Details: 
Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust (Scottish Charity No. SC034066), 76 
Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org or www.gvvt.org 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. 10.30-16.30 with bus rides 
at 11.30 & 14.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 
8LA. Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

National Tramway Museum. Classic Motorcycle Day. In 

conjunction with the Vincent Owners Club. Welcoming classic 
motorcycles built prior to 1993, pre-booking required. 10.00-17.30. 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17, senior £13, child 4-15 £10, family (2A+3C) £40, less-abled 
adult/senior £10.50, less-abled child 4-15 £7. Details: 01773 854321, 
enquiry@tramway.co.uk or www.tramway.co.uk 

The 4th Saltaire Historic Bus Running Day. Keighley Bus 
Museum Trust. Located on playing fields adjacent to Shipley Glen 
tramway & Roberts Park. Vehicle displays, enthusiast stalls, on-site 
catering & toilets. Bus routes linking Saltaire, Shipley and Baildon with 
superb photographic opportunities. Shipley Glen tramway will be 
operating. 10.00-17.00. Details: Keighley Bus Museum Trust, Unit 5 
River Technology Park, Riverside, Keighley BD2I 4JP, 07546 704558, 
enquiries@kbmt.org.uk or www.kbmt.org.uk 

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Bus & Coach Rally. Ecclesbourne 
Valley Railway, Wirksworth, Derbyshire DE4 4FB. Details: Geoff Clark, 
01332 669497, 07590 992627 orgeoffrey.clark3@ntlworld.com 


SATURDAY 7 - SUNDAY 8 JULY 

East Anglia Transport Museum Electric Dreams Weekend. 

11.00-18.00 Saturday, 11.00-17.00 Sunday. Electric street transport - 
past, present & future. Free park & ride service. Buses to Lowestoft & 
Beccles using period & interesting visiting vehicles on both days. BBQ 
in the park. Historic trams & trolleybuses running alongside the latest 
electric vehicles. East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton 
Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL. Details: 01502 518459, admin@ 
eatransportmuseum.co.uk or www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 8 JULY 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day. Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & 
cafe open. Free hourly shuttle from Rotherham Interchange (Stand Cl) 
10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concessions £3.50, accompanied UI6 free. 
Details: 07852 298082, info@sytm.co.uk orwww.sytm.co.uk 


TAL 

Transport Auctions of London 

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The specialist, expert Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Sunday I July & Saturday 27 October 2018 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 





Now welcoming entries for our October sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 



enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 


www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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SUNDAY 8 JULY 

8th Annual Wakefield Transport Rally and Running Day. 10.00- 
17.00. Heath Common, Wakefield WFI 5DB. West Riding Bus Group 
& The Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club. Free local bus services & 
feeder services from outlying districts. All classic and vintage cars, 
commercials, buses and coaches welcome. Trade stalls. Details: 07774 
626475, wrbg@talktalk.net, www.wrbg.weebly.com or Facebook 


Burscough. Merseyside Transport Trust Running Day. Osprey 
Place, Burscough Industrial Estate, Burscough, nr Ormskirk L40 8TG. 
Details: www.mttrust.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway. Bus Rally and 
Running Day. The GWSR Station, Toddington, Gloucs GL54 5DT. 
Parking also available at Cheltenham Racecourse Park & Ride then short 
walk to station. Details: ac.shapcott@btinternet.com orwww.gwsr.com 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum. Annual Open Day. 

10.30-16.00. Vehicle displays, stalls and free bus services. Shenstone 
Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. Admission: 

£5, child £2, family £13 (including event programme). Details: 01922 
454761, www.amrtm.org or Facebook 

National Tramway Museum - Leyland Society Gathering. 

celebrating 20 years of the Leyland Society & 50th anniversary of British 
Leyland’s formation. Whetstone Models also running. 10.00-17.30. 

Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17, senior £13, child 4-15 £10, family (2A+3C) £40, less-abled adult/ 
senior £10.50, less-abled Child 4-15 £7. Details: 01773 854321, 
enquiry@tramway.co.uk or www.tramway.co.uk. Driver of each vehicle 
entered will be granted free entry, valid only on the day. Leyland Society 
members entitled to admission discount. Entries from all commercial 
vehicle manufacturers that became part of British Leyland: AEC, Albion, 
BMC, Daimler, Guy, Scammell, etc. Vehicle entry forms: Gary Dwyer, 

8 St. Mary’s Close, West Street, Sompting, Lancing, West Sussex BN 15 
OAF (SAE please) or www.leylandsociety.co.uk 



ROUTE 3 

ADUR VALLEY LINE 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
CLASSIC BUS SERVICE 


Bank Holiday Monday 27th August 2018 
Frequent heritage service between Shoreham 
and Horsham railway stations following the 
route of the former 
Adur Valley line 


f \Real ^ 
Ale ' 
Pub 

^ Guide A 


We regret that due to the 
design of these classic 
buses wheelchairs cannot 
be carried 


01273 464754 
www.southerntransit.co.uk 

southerntransit 


r 

9.30am- 

^O-OOpm, 


Normal fares apply 


Peterborough Bus & Commercial Vehicle Rally. Sacrewell Farm 
at the A47/AI junction near Peterborough PE8 6HJ. 10.00-16.00. Buses, 
coaches and commercials welcome. Stalls & cafe. Free bus from & 
to Peterborough Bus Station & Nene Valley Railway. Free admission. 
Parking £5 (refunded against admission to Farm & Country Centre). 
Details: www.busrally.co.uk 


SATURDAY 14 JULY 

Lancashire Model Bus Show. Lancashire & Cumbria Area of 
the Model Bus Federation. Nelson Independent Methodist Church, 
Netherfield Road, Nelson, Lancs BB9 9AW. 1000-1600. Admission: £3, 
accompanied children UI5 £1.50, under 5s free. Layouts, sales, trade 
stands etc. Refreshments. Details: krdiggins@live.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 14/15 JULY 

National Tramway Museum Edwardian Event plus Horse Tram 
Days. Sheffield Horse Tram 15 in service on The Street. 10.00-17.30. 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17, senior £13, child 4-15 £10, family (2A+3C) £40, less-abled adult/ 
senior £10.50, less-abled child 4-15 £7. Additional £1 per person fare 
for horse tram rides. Details: 01773 854321, enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
or www.tramway.co.uk 


SUNDAY 15 JULY 

Alton Bus Rally & Running Day. Anstey Park, Anstey Lane, 

Alton, Hants GU34 2NB, 10.00-17.00. Display of around 150 buses & 
coaches. Extensive free bus network to surrounding towns & villages. 
Classic cars, lorries, motorcycles, vans, emergency services & military 
vehicles also displayed. Free admission. Catering, stands, toilets & free 
parking on site. Programme (with timetables) available on day. Free 
buses from/to Alton Railway Station connecting with trains from/to 
London Waterloo & Alresford. Free feeder services from/to Aldershot, 
Basingstoke, Fareham, Farnham, Guildford & Winchester. Details: Alton 
Bus Rally, 23 Somertons Close, Guildford, GU2 9YB, altonbusrally@ 
hotmail.co.uk or www.altonbusrally.org.uk 

Nottingham Area Bus Society Gathering & Running Day. Great 
Central Railway Nottingham, Mere Way, Ruddington NGII 6JS. Vehicles 
must pre-book. E-mail: paul.cl23@btinternet.com orwww.gcrn.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Vintage bus rides. 10.30-16.30. Bus rides 
11.30 & 14.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. 
Details: 01296 337622 or www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Fleetwood Festival of Transport (Tram Sunday). Lord Street/ 
North Albert Street, Fleetwood Lancs FY7 6DU. Details: www. 
tramsunday.co.uk 


SATURDAY 21 JULY 

LVVS meets the people of Lincolnshire - Scunthorpe. Ex- 

Lincolnshire Road Car buses run free local services from Scunthorpe 
town centre. 10.00-15.00. Details: 01522 500566, 01522 722705, info@ 
lvvs.org.uk, www.lvvs.org.uk or @LincsRTM on Facebook/Twitter 

Ebbw Vale Classic Bus Display. Details: www.ctpg.co.uk 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call Sandra: 024 7661 6930 

or send an e-mail to: 
presbusps2@btinternet.com 



WEDNESDAY 25 JULY 

Warminster, Wilts. CTP Noggin, Nosh & Natter. From 16.00 
at The George Inn, Longbridge Deverill BAI2 7DG. Static event for 
commercial vehicles 20 years & older. Other old & interesting vehicles 
welcome in adjoining area. Commercial Transport in Preservation. 
Details: Mary Bailey, 01747 823365, m.baileyl950@btinternet.com or 
www.thectp.org.uk 
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MUSEUMS 


Aldridge Transport Museum 2018 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 



Sunday 8 th J uly 10:00 to 16:00 

Museum and visiting vehicles on display, many 
giving free rides throughout the day. 

Sales stands, museum exhibits. 

Free Buses from Walsall on Event Days (only) 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
We intend to run to timetable, but no departures or connections can be 
guaranteed - check for late news. 

Event Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 

\ _ 1 _/ 

Put it in yourdiary now! 0 ur final running dayfor 2018 
Sunday 21 st October 
'Autumn Leaves' Running Day 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:30 to 16:00 
Normal Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 
Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
www.amrtm.org 01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 5192 





Museum 

WYTHAIL 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JA 
www.wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 
registered charity no 1167872 



Open to 
31st October 


Forthcoming events 


(open 10.30am—5pm) 


Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 


FATHERS' DAY 
SUNDAY 17th JUNE 
Featuring Morris J-Type Vans 
70th Anniversary Gathering 


Also Wednesdays 
during school 
holidays 


AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 
26th & 27th AUGUST 


A classic bus also 
runs at 1.00 and 2.30 
on Saturdays & 
Wednesdays 


AUTUMN RUNNING DAY 
OCTOBER 14th 


during school holidays 
see website timetable 
for exact dates 


TWILIGHT RUNNING DAY 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 27th 
OPEN 11am—7pm 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



CHARTERED INSURANCE BROKERS 


ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 
















ur 12 issues 

the pric e 
10 offer* j 


12 issues for the 
price of 10 when 
you subscribe 


Get a year’s 
subscription 

for only 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £46.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £81.20 □ 12 issues - ROW £91.20 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.80 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2102 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.07.18 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR /Q^VdIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT v4-/ De b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society: _ 
Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 
—-- 


The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebfT 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 
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PASSENGER TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS 



CLASSIC AND MODERN BUS EVENT 


FESTIVAL T9 AUGUST 2018 


BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBJ 

I FEATURES INCLUDE: 

I * Restored buses and coaches on display from 

■ . . a range of decades and fleets 

i| • ■ ■ VS|5E1 "QmU * Quality traders selling bus related items 

'I ?j^^J 'I'SE m • Modern PSVs and industry suppliers 

. r% «*—> 9 i ; r • Free bus rides around the British Motor 

Museum and local scenic routes 

_ 

Check out the official website for vehicle, 

*RD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: trade and exhibit | istings 



STANDARD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: 

FREE] Access to British Motor Museum 

FREE ] Parking 

FREE 1 Courtesy bus from Leamington 

Spa train Station Kindly provided by Stagecoach 


ADVANCE TICKET PRICES 


A#Jl lit \/|D* C % A f\ INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET ENTRY 
r\d U 11 Vlrl PLUS EXCLUSIVE SHOW GOODIES 

Adult £10 

Child £6 (5-16 yrs) I 

ON THE DAY PRICES: 

Adult: £14 • Concessions: £12 
• Child (5-16 yrs): £9 • Children under 5: FREE 
• Family (2 adults, 3 children): £39 

Opening times: 10am-4pm 


Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. *Savings against British Motor Museum on-the-day ticket 
prices. Deadline for advance ticket orders 12 August 2018. 



VIP TICKET INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET HTH! EXCLUSIVE guided vehicle tour - EXCLUSIVE diecast vehicle 
EXCLUSIVE DVD - Buses Yearbook - EXCLUSIVE event badge and loads more goodies. 


tickets Call: 01780 480 404 
Visit: www.busesfestival.com 


To exhibit your vehicle or trade, contact Julie Lawson 
on 01780 755 131, email: julie.lawson@keypublishing.com 
or visit www.busesfestival.com for more info. 














